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It is true that the Rambam was a great believer in nature’s constanc
support of this view he cites Chazal’s common expression, olam keminhago
__ “the world proceeds in its usual way,"!! as well as the verse from
Chok nasan velo yaavor — “He has given [nature] a statute and it

be violated.”?

é The simultaneous affirmation of law and miracle is an essential aspect
of the Rambam’s worldview. The need to allow for miracles compelled him
- toreject Aristotle, but the need to resolve them with his views on nature
bliged him to limit them in scope. Hence miracles can be either universal

_or permanent, but not both.16

It must be emphasized that according to the Rambam even when nature s
operating normally, it does not function like an automatic machine as in the
Aristotelian system and contemporary science.l” The Rambam goes to great
lengths to show that the chain of causation described by the philosophers,
from the spheres down to particular things, is identical with that of Chazal1s
h:] his system, however, all causation may be traced back ultimately to God’s
free will.19”

17 That is, ever since Lapl
sight.

ace. Newton i :
wtons system, as we saw in Chap. 20, still required Divine over. -




