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Mazel Tov
Morah Mazi Behar on her marriage to Asher Molavi

Mr. Eli and Chanie Deutsch on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Ben
Mr. Dani and Malky Gordon on the wedding of their daughter Ariella to 

Korey Kamen
Mr. Simcha and Carly Khabinsky on the birth of a daughter

Mr. Shlomo and Devorah Schwartz on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Yossi

MASK REMINDER
Every child must come to school with a mask that fits comfortably over 
their nose and mouth. Please also send in extra masks with your child

(ren) as they often get wet or dirty during the day.

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION
Graduation Pictures will be taken on May 11th.

Please be sure that your child is in school no later than 9:00 AM

Boys should wear shirts with a collar.

Please note that this year, all graduates will be allowed 2 guests only.  

The graduation will be live streamed for extended family to be able to join in!

Stay tuned for more details!!



FROM GRIEF TO BELIEF 

Dear Parents,         Erev Shabbos Parashas Behar-Bechukosai 5781 
 

Professing allegiance to a life based on Emunah and imparting that faith to our children is mainly an intellectual exercise, until 

it is not.  We can build our Emunah through lessons and stories, but nothing challenges and can perhaps positively impact our 
Emunah like confronting a tragedy.  The catastrophe that occurred in Meron on Lag B’Omer engulfed the Jewish world, shaking 
our Emunah.  We have no Neviim (prophets) to explain why this happened, so even 
our greatest spiritual leaders can only shake their heads and shed a tear. 

We cannot fathom why Hashem would do such a thing, but we can fathom that 
Hashem did do such a thing, because everything that happens in the world is in 
accordance with His will.  The Klalos, curses, are enumerated in this week’s Parsha. 

They are clearly from Hashem. Our basic declaration of faith is the Shema, and the 
first verse contains the main foundation of our belief. Hashem who is merciful is also 
Elokeinu, the G-d of justice.   All things good and bad come from the same source – Hashem.  We reaffirm our faith several 

times daily, but it takes an earth-shattering experience to really get our emotional attention. 

How we are expected to react, and with what attitude we go forward from this time of distress can be learned from Rabi Akiva.  
The Pri Chadash in Hilchos Pesach (Orach Chaim 493:2) discusses the Simcha of Lag B’Omer.  He asks what is the Simcha that 
is celebrated on Lag B’Omer?  If it is that Rabi Akiva’s students stopped dying, how is that a Simcha? There were none left to 
die!  The Pri Chadash answers that the Simcha is focused on the new talmidim that Rabi Akiva gathered and taught, and that 
they did not die as the earlier ones. 

We need to contemplate the incredible greatness of Rabi Akiva. He lost all of his students at the rate of about 750 a day, for 33 
days.  Talk about unfathomable.  What did Rabi Akiva do? Did he collapse from grief?  Did he berate himself as a failure and 

that there was no point in teaching Torah if this is the outcome?  Just the opposite, he 
persevered and from these five remaining students, the entire Oral Torah was firmly 

established and ultimately the continuation of the Jewish People was assured.  He 
turned tragedy into growth. 

This is the Jewish reaction to tragedy. We cry, we mourn, we have no words to say.  We reach out to the victims and we find 

some way to serve Hashem better. Most importantly, we don’t despair, we don’t give up. A Jew always looks to the future, with 
greater resolve than before. 

Our children are thirsting for this message.  Those who are old enough to understand there was a major tragedy on a special 

day in the epicenter of the Lag B’Omer observance have been shaken and are at a complete loss as to how to absorb and react 
to such an event.  We have a golden opportunity to inscribe this message upon our children’s hearts. Hashem runs the world 
and He sometimes does things that appear as bad and we cannot understand. When that happens, we cry but then we look 

ahead.  We redouble our efforts to improve ourselves, our family, community and world.  

This lesson has been seared into our national consciousness by the 
generations who suffered great destruction, but persevered. Most recently, 

we know of the generation of Holocaust survivors. Those who were strong in 
their Emunah rebuilt a new world of Torah that has in many ways greatly 
surpassed what came before.  Despite the unbearable pain and grief, they looked forward and we are witnesses to what they 
accomplished. We and our children can do the same. Hashem wants us to think and deeply feel the pain and anguish. Then, He 
expects us to redouble our efforts to bring honor to His name and glory to the Jewish People and our Torah.  

Emunah is no longer an abstract concept for our children.  It is an essential component of their world and through imbibing the 
lesson of Rabi Akiva, we can turn last week’s events from the tragedy it was to a giant step forward in strengthening the 

connection to our Creator. 

 Best wishes for a Shabbos of peace, consolation and Emunah, 

…nothing challenges and can 

perhaps positively impact our 

Emunah like confronting a 

tragedy.  

Most importantly, we don’t 

despair, we don’t give up.  
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We redouble our efforts to improve 

ourselves, our family, community and 

world.  



JuNIOr Pre-K PRESs

MOROT LINDSAY, NAOMI & RINA

It has been a very busy week in Junior Pre-K! On Monday when the children came into class, they real-
ized that our caterpillars molted into shiny chrysalis and are preparing to become butterflies. Each 
child predicted what color they thought the butterflies would be.  We are eagerly awaiting the arrival 
of the butterflies! Through planting, and caring for our plants and flowers,reading books and playing 
games, the children have really enjoyed our nature exploration.

A very exciting part of our week was discussing Mother's Day. The children were delighted to share 
all of the reasons they are thankful for their Mommies! Be sure to find your child's mother's day gift, 
which is wrapped up in their Friday bags.

In this week’s Parsha, we learned about the Mitzvah of Shmitah. In the seventh year, the farmers will 
rest and learn Torah and Hashem will take care of their fields.

We even started preparing for Shavuos this week! The children know that on Shavous we decorate 
our houses with beautiful flowers, just like Har Sinai! We planted grass seeds this Friday, so our grass 
has time to grow and be ready in time for a special Shavuos project.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!



PRe-K PAGES
MOROT NECHAMA, MIRIAM & 

MORIEL

This week, we learned about  Parshios Behar 
and Bechukosai. In Parshas Behar, we 
learned about the Mitzvah of Shmittah. The 
farmers in Eretz Yisroel work the land for six 
years, but during the seventh year they take a 
rest. This is so that Bnei Yisroel will 
remember to thank Hashem for everything 
they have and to give the farmers more time 
to learn Torah.

In Parshas Bechukosai, we learned that 
Hashem wants us to keep the Mitzvos and 
learn a lot of Torah. Hashem promised Bnei 
Yisroel that if they learn a lot of Torah and 
keep the Mitzvos, He will bring wonderful 
brachos to them. The Brachos we focused on 
were that Hashem would bring enough rain at 
the right time and the fruits and greens would 
ripen at the right time in Eretz Yisroel.

This Shabbos we complete the third Sefer of 
the Torah. As we discussed previously, 
everyone in Shul says CHAZAK,CHAZAK 
V’NISCHAZEK!

This Shabbos is also Shabbos Mevorchim for 
the month of Sivan. We are looking forward 
to celebrating the Yom Tov of Shavuos soon. 
We started to learn about this special Yom 
Tov. The Yeladim enjoyed learning the 
Midrash about how Har Sinai was chosen and 
the beautiful lesson that can be learned from 
it. We also discussed the Minhagim of 
Shavuos.

We introduced the letter  רthis week. We 
discussed the Mitzvah of Rodef Shalom, one 
who always tries to prevent arguments and 
looks to settle disputes. Some of the 
vocabulary words we learned were:   רכבת  רעשן

ראשון. רופא  ראש  רגלים  רגל  רוח  

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

MOROT ELYSE & YEHUDES

Happy Mother’s Day to all our Pre-K 
mothers! For a special  Mother’s Day 
gift,  the children made beautiful 
bracelets for their moms. They worked 
really hard choosing their colors, 
planning their designs and stringing the 
small beads.
This week, we learned about our first 
artist, Claude Monet. We learned that 
Claude Monet was a French artist who 
painted using oil pastel colors. He used 
to paint outside and painted pictures of 
nature. We also looked at some of his 
artwork and discussed the different 
colors and techniques that he used. We 
spoke about one of Claude Monet’s 
most famous pieces of art, The Water 
Lily Pond.  The children used watercolor 
paints to paint their own Water Lily 
Pond painting. We listened to the books 
The Magical Garden of Claude Monet 
by Laurence Anholt and Morris The 
Artist by Lore Segal.
The children learned the letter Y. Some 
words that begin with Y are: yarn, 
yellow, yo-yo, and yesterday.
Next week is going to be a very exciting 
week! We are going to complete 
learning all the letters of the alphabet 
and we will also learn about our next 
artist.
Second Step with Morah Shiffy taught 
the children that the first step of solving 
a problem is to check that our bodies 
are calm and then use words to 
verbalize the problem.



kINDeRGARTEN CORNER
MOROT CHAYA, DEVORAH, ESTHER, 

ESTY & RENA
This week was a busy week for Kindergarten! 
Kriah is picking up in full swing. We are reading 
words with multiple syllables and blending or 
“crashing” ending sounds. The children get so 
excited when they read a word they recognize 
from Davening or Brachos. Kriah is fun too, with 
many games like battleship, bean bag toss, tic tac 
toe and more! Please make sure to practice, 
practice, practice!

We began learning about Shavuos; why Har Sinai 
was chosen, the story of Matan Torah. We are 
preparing a special Shavuos book incorporating 
everything we learned.

Graduation is coming up before you know it, and 
we already started learning and practicing our 
graduation songs!

Have a great Shabbos!

MOROT MORAL, PEARLY & RACHELI

This week we concluded our Author Study and 
learned about our final author Mo Willems.

Mo Willems, is an American author, animator and 
voice actor. Since he was three years old, he drew 
cartoon characters and wrote short stories about 
his characters. He then moved on to writing and 
illustrating his own books. He is famous for the 
books Don’t Let The Pigeon Drive The Bus and 
The Pigeon Takes A Bath.

The children learned and experienced what it’s 
like to be an author and illustrator. To plan and 
organize their ideas and thoughts for their own 
book, each child filled out a graphic organizer. 
They planned out the main character, setting, and 
main events of the story. Once that was done, 
each child wrote their story and designed 
illustrations that brought the story to life.

We celebrated our accomplishments at the end 
of the week with an Author’s Tea. Each child had 
a chance to read their book to the class. The 
children really enjoyed creating their own book 
and are very proud of their work. They actually 
feel famous!

This week in math, we finished learning about 3-
dimensional shapes; the cube, sphere, cylinder 
and cone shape. Some shapes have a flat surface 
or a curve or both. We  also reviewed the words; 
above, below, in front, behind, and next to.

In Fundations, we reviewed digraph letters and 
their sounds. The children read sentences that 
have digraph words and magic “e” words. It was 
challenging, however they were able to read the 
sentences.

The new sight words are got and who. In 
conjunction with the Mo Willems pigeon books, 
the children made a fun sight word review game 
with the title “ The Pigeon Reads The Sight 
Words”.

We have had a very busy week working on a special 
Mother's Day gift and card! Each day of the week, the 
children spent time creating a different part of the 
project. We hope you will enjoy this gift, created just 
for you! HAPPY MOTHERS DAY!



Helping
Our Children 
Find Their 
Path In   
 Torah

Rabbi Yaakov Kier

Yeshiva Toras Chaim Toras Emes 
presents a virtual

Pre-Shavous 
Evening of Inspiration

Wed • May 12 
8:30 PM EST

R'M Bais Medrash Zichron Ezra

 Streaming at   YTCTE.ORG/LIVE




