Message from Rabbi Laredo
King David writes in Tehilim 133:1
:ה־ּנָעים ֶׁש ֶבת ַא ִחים ּגַ ם־יָ ַֽחד
ִ ִׁשיר ַ ֽה ַ ּֽמעֲ לֹות לְ ָדוִ ד ִהּנֵ ה ַמה־טֹוב ַּומ
“A song of ascents of David. Behold, how good and how
pleasant is the dwelling of brothers in unity.”
Certain things are טוב, good, but are not נעים, pleasant. An
example is a potent medicine that affects a cure but tastes
bitter. Other things are pleasant to the taste or senses, but are
not good or healthy for the body, such as certain CONT ON PG. 2

Rabbinic Biography
David Amar, 6th Grade

Rabbi Yosef Oziel zt”l was born in 1969, in Rabat, Morocco. He
emigrated to Montreal, Canada when he was eight years
old. He attended and graduated from the Yeshiva Gedola
of Montreal where he forged a close relationship with the
Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Mordechai Weinberg zt”l. In 1987, after
graduating from high school, he went to Israel to continue
his studies at Yeshivat Nachalat Moshe in Jerusalem under
the leadership of Rabbi Yaacov Ben Naim.

Chanukah - Sacrificing
Everything for Hashem
Aryeh Avissar, 4th Grade

When the Greek rulers stopped the Jews from keeping Torah
and Mitzvot, it was because the Jews themselves had become
too relaxed in observing Torah and Mitzvot. The Kohanim
were more interested in sports, theater, and
CONT ON PG. 4

In 1991, he married Michal Waknine and moved to
Venezuela, Caracas in 1992. There, he became the Rabbi of
the Congregation Beth Aharon. They moved to Florida in
February 2000, and Rabbi Oziel zt”l was the Rabbi for the
Sephardic Minyan of the Shul of Bal Harbour. In 2005, Rabbi
Oziel zt”l founded his own synagogue called Hechal Shalom,
Sephardic Congregation of Surfside. He opened the first
Sephardic Kollel in South Florida in 2012. Rabbi Oziel zt”l
tragically passed away on July 3rd, 2012, at the young age of
42. He left a huge void in the Sephardic Jewish community.
He is survived by his wife Michal and his 9 amazing children.
It was an easy decision for me to choose Rabbi Oziel zt”l as
the Rabbi that I admire. At a very young age, I saw CONT ON PG. 4

overly sweet foods. However, brotherhood and
harmony are both good and pleasant. We are so lucky to
live in a city that has such a wonderful Yeshiva which not
only provides the highest standards of education, but also a
great and pleasant environment. Each family comes from
a specific town and country in the world and this allows for
a variety of traditions. That is what is so beautiful about
Judaism. We all learn the same Torah, yet there is room for
individual customs, and we pride ourselves over that. What
is most remarkable and absolutely beautiful, is when many
Jews come together, no matter what their native country
may be, and unite for a greater cause, a cause which may
be the most worthy of all: OUR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION.
CONT FROM PG. 1

Our Yeshiva has made it a priority to recognize that our Torah
is unique and universal. The Torah’s values and principles hold
true for all. Yet, there are different traditions in observing it,
and the area in which it is most evident is during tefilah. We
are so proud to report that this year all the Sephardic boys
from grades 7 through 12, pray in a Sephardic minyan. Shortly,
the 6th grade will also have a Sephardic minyan. This Elul, the
high school hosted an uplifting selichot service for fathers and
sons with the renowned Chazzan Yonathan Hen from the
Edmond J. Safra Synagogue. This was a great success.
I feel so privileged and grateful to be able to spearhead this
great initiative with the wonderful help of my colleagues,
Rabbi Aryeh Roffe and Rabbi Moree Ivgi. I would like to make
a special mention of thanks to Rabbi Ephraim Palgon, Rabbi
Mordechai Palgon and Rabbi Moshe Bernstein for making this
Sephardic initiative of the Yeshiva a reality and a success. I
look forward to expanding this great initiative throughout the
Yeshiva. Please feel free to reach out to me directly with any
suggestions at ylaredo@ytcte.org. Chag sameyach, and may
this Chanuka bring much light and growth to our Yeshiva, and
may all our families grow in avodat Hashem and go m’chayil
l’chayil!
Rabbi Yaacov Laredo
Sephardic Initiative Coordinator and 12th Grade Halacha Rebbi

Chanukah Minhagim
Toby Levy, 7th Grade

There are many details regarding the laws
and customs of Chanukah. Below are 8
primary points:
1. The mitzvah to light Chanukah candles.
2. Adding the “Al hanissim” text to the
Amidah prayer and Birkat Hamazon.
3. Reciting “Hallel” during Chanukah
following Shacharit prayers.
4. Reading the Torah portions of “Nesi’im”
every day of Chanukah.
5. The prohibition to fast or eulogize during
Chanukah.
6. The custom of women not to perform
work while the Chanukah candles are lit
(first half-hour only).
7. Holding Chanukah parties and meals
where words of Torah and fear of Heaven
are spoken.
8. The custom to eat dairy and fried foods.

Celebrating The Miracle
of Chanukah
Sion Hadar, 7th Grade

The Beit Yosef asks a question about Chanukah. Since the
Chashmonaim had enough oil for one night of lighting, why
do we celebrate the holiday of Chanukah for eight nights?
In fact, there were only seven nights of miracles as the first
night was not a miracle! One answer is from the Pri Chadash
who explains that there would have been a holiday for the
night of the 25th of Kislev, in any event, for winning the war.
Since we would have had one night of celebration anyways,
we add the seven more nights of the miracle to have an
eight-day holiday. My father has another idea. He says
that finding the oil itself was a miracle after everything

was destroyed. As part of that idea, the first night started
the whole miracle, and therefore it was part of the miracle
celebration.
Chag Sameyach!

Chanukah Word Search
Toby Levy, 7th Grade

Words can be upside down, backwards, diagonal, sideways, etc.
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WORD KEY
MENORAH
CANDLES

MIRACLE
LATKES

OIL

YEVANIM
MACCABEE 		

SUFGANIYOT
CHANUKAH

Rohr Middle School 8th
grade Sephardic Minyan

The Opportunity to Illuminate
Coby Tzur, 9th Grade

Rabbi Yosef Caro (Spain and Tzefat, 1488 - 1575) asks in his famous
sefer, the Beit Yosef, why do we celebrate Chanukah for eight days?
It should only be seven days. If the oil was supposed to last for one
day anyway, there was no miracle that first day? He gives three
answers. His last answer is that when the Kohanim came into the
Bet Hamikdash the next morning after lighting the first day, the cup
of oil was still full, therefore the miracle happened on the first day
also.
One of the many lessons we can take from this is that Hashem
always gives us an opportunity to bring out the light. We just must
look for the oil and Hashem will do the rest. If we put in our full effort,
then we will be able to find the oil and turn it into light.
Chag Sameach!

The Three Decrees the
Greeks Imposed - and
What They Really
Intended
Mordechai Maslaton, 8th Grade

We know there were three things that the Greeks
outlawed. These were חודש, not being allowed
to keep a Jewish calendar and calculating Rosh
Chodesh; מילה, no Brit Milot; and שבת, not being
allowed to observe Shabbat. The Ben Ish Hai
(Rabbi Yosef Haim of Bagdad, 1835 - 1909) writes
that if you take the first letters of these three
things (ש+מ+)ח, it spells the word חמש- five. This
hints to the Torah, which has five books, which
was exactly what the Greeks wanted to destroy.
They wanted us to stop learning and fulfilling our
Torah and adopt their way of life with their Greek
philosophies. Furthermore, if you rearrange these
three letters, you get the word משח, which means
to anoint, which shows that the miracle was done
with oil.
The Ben Ish Hai concludes that the timing and
duration of the Chanukah miracle was precisely
chosen by Hashem to show Bnei Yisrael’s strength
against the three decrees. It took place on the
25th of Kislev for eight day. This will include Rosh
Chodesh, as well as eight days signifying the
circumcision that is done on the eighth day and
at least one Shabbat observed.
May Hashem give us continued strength to learn
even more Torah and fulfill all His mitzvot so we
can get closer to Hashem.

firsthand how immensely
respected and beloved this talmid
chacham was. The fondest memory I
carry with me is when I would visit him
at his office. Rabbi Oziel zt”l took time
out from his terribly busy schedule to
color with me with an immeasurable
patience, grace and humility. This
was just a small example of how big of
a heart he had and how he treated
everyone, big or small, with the same
level of respect. The Torah foundation
Rabbi Yosef Oziel zt”l
in our home is a direct result of his
teachings and mentoring. Rabbi Yosef Oziel zt”l will always be
remembered for the tzadik that he was and will forever remain in
our hearts.
CONT FROM PG. 1

Greek culture than bringing
sacrifices. Only when the Chashmonaim (a
family of Kohanim) displayed a total dedication
to the service in the Bet Hamikdash, and their
willingness to sacrifice their lives for it, did
the tables turn. They were then privileged to
see miracles, both on the battlefield and in
the Bet Hamikdash itself, symbolized by the
miracle of the oil that lasted for eight days.
CONT FROM PG. 1

Throughout history we see that when Jews are
willing to self-sacrifice for the sake of Torah and
Mitzvot, Hashem raises them above nature and
helps them reach their goals.

Rohr Middle School 6th
6
grade SephardicGrade
Minyan

The Laws of Chanukah in a Nutshell
Yaacov Suissa, 11th Grade

Candle Lighting
The Sephardic custom is to light one Menorah for the entire
household.
Even though the basic obligation is to light one candle each
night to celebrate and publicize the Chanukah miracle, the
widespread custom has become to light one candle on the
first night and adding one extra candle every night, so that
on the eighth night, eight candles are lit.
One who was unable to light one evening, should continue
lighting as usual, with a Beracha.
It is forbidden to derive benefit from the light of the Menorah,
and therefore an extra candle, the Shamash is lit.
It is ideal to light with olive oil and cotton wicks since this
results in a pure and clear light. Wax candles is also kosher
to light with.
The Place of Lighting
The Chanukah candles should be lit at the entrance of one’s
home, facing the street. If there is a courtyard in front of
the home, the Menorah should be at the entrance of the
courtyard. If one lives in a building they should place the
Menorah by a window that faces the street.
Someone who lives amongst gentiles, and is apprehensive
about lighting at a visible entrance, should light in the house
for the household to see.
Lighting Time
The Chanukah candles should ideally be lit immediately

when the stars come out, even if Arvit was not done yet.
There should be enough oil or wax candle for the candles to
burn for at least half an hour after the stars come out.
One who was unable to light at the ideal time, can light
all night long. In order to make a blessing on the lighting,
it should be early enough that people are still traveling in
the streets and would see the candles, or if someone in the
household is awake for the lighting.
During the prescribed time until the candles are lit, eating,
Torah study or any other work is forbidden, and should be
paused to light the candles.
The Blessings
On the first night, three blessings are recited before kindling:
Le’hadlik Ner Chanukah, She’asa Nissim, and Shehechiyanu.
(If Shehechiyanu was inadvertently forgotten the first night,
it should be recited the following night.)
From the second night and on, two blessings are recited:
Le’hadlik Ner Chanukah, and She’asa Nissim.
After the last candle is lit, then the Shamash should be lit,
and then Hanerot Halalu is recited.
Prayer Services
All Chanukah long tachanun is not recited.
The complete Hallel is recited all eight days of Chanukah.
Al Hanissim is added in every Amida and Birkat Hamazon
all Chanukah long. If Al Hanissim is forgotten, the prayer
isn’t said again.

Eliyahu Assulin, 6th Grade

Daniel Chattah, 11th grade

Featuring a Local Sephardic Rabbi
Rabbi Gavriel Koskas
Magen David Congregation of Surfside
9348 Harding Avenue, Surfside FL 33154
magendavidcongregation.com
Magen David is located in a very touristic area, and as a result serves not only the
local community, but hundreds of people every week of the year. Magen David is
known for its seriousness in Torah learning. Rabbi Koskas has been serving as the
head Rabbi of Magen David for the past 14 years.

The Chanukah Candles and
Their Very Deep Meaning
The only mitzvah on Chanukah is to light the candles.
Why are we celebrating such a seemingly insignificant
miracle? What about the war? The victory? We have no
mitzvah that relates to those aspects of Chanukah. Why?
Is there a miracle in the Torah you can think of that’s kind
of similar to our Chanukah miracle? If you look carefully in
the Torah text itself, you will find an event that strangely
reminds you of Chanukah. It was another miraculous light
that just kept on burning and would not go out. If we can
understand what that event was, and what its significance
was, we might gain an unprecedented insight into the
meaning of Chanukah.
I am referring to the burning bush. There is a bush that is
burning, burning for hours, and it is not being consumed.
This was the last event, the last happening, that made
Moshe Rabenu right for this job. And if so, what was so
special about noticing the bush? Everyone can notice the
bush; it was a miracle, right? But really, it was not such
an obvious miracle. How long do you have to look at a
burning bush before you notice that the bush is not being
consumed? A pretty long time. But even if you look at it
for a long time, you still might not notice it. When you see

things that burn, the thing that is burning always gets
consumed. That is why this miracle was so hard to notice.
Even if you had the luxury of time, even if you could look at
it long enough, you would not always see. Moshe looks at
the bush and sees that the fire is not consuming the bush,
and he says, “madua lo-yivar haseneh,” why isn’t the bush
burning? How is it possible?
The only answer to that is that the bush is not the source of
the fire. There is a transcendent source for the fire, a source
beyond this world. Hashem was showing Moshe that it
is not the only kind of fire there is. Fire can come from
somewhere else; fire can come from outside this world too.
Fire can rest upon a physical thing, even if that physical
thing is not the source for it.
Let us come back to that first Chanukah. Think of what it
meant for the Maccabees to notice, to make a big deal out
of something so... small. They would have to realize, day
after day, that as they went to light the candles, they still
had not gone out. Let me ask you: if the light was not going
out - what is the source of that light? It is not the oil. The
oil is burning, yes, but it is not being consumed. The bush
was burning but it was not being consumed. So, what is the
source of that light? It was Hashem!
Chanukah teaches us that the encounter with Hashem
did not end in Biblical times. There is still revelation in our
world. It is not merely a thing of the past, but it is a different
kind of revelation. Can we sense Hashem’s presence in
our world? Can we acknowledge that our Creator stands
behind the events of our lives? It depends on us. That is
what we look for behind the candles burning.
Happy Chanukah!
Rabbi Gavriel Koskas

Magen David Congregation of Surfside

Rohr Middle School 7th
grade Sephardic Minyan

For more information about YTCTE’s Sephardic Initiative, please contact Rabbi Yaacov Laredo at ylaredo@ytcte.org

Answers:

1. Pirsumei Nissah (to publicize the miracle that took place for Bnei Yisrael
during the second Temple era)
2. In America we have a Shin (standing for sham - “there”), while in Israel they
have a Peh (standing for Po - “here”). So we say “ness gadol haya sham” (a
great miracle happened there), while they say “ness gadol haya po” (a great
miracle happened here).
3. One should light 1 candle the first day (excluding the Shamash) and then
add an extra candle each night, totaling to eight candles on the eighth
night. His reason is because we go up in holiness but never down.
4. One should light eight candles the first day (excluding the Shamash) and
then remove a candle each night, eventually lighting one candle on the
eighth night. His reason is because the number of korbanot that were
brought on Sukkot diminished on a daily basis.
5. 30 minutes.
6. a) Lehadlik ner shel chanukah. b) She’asa nissim. c) Shehecheyanu. However,
we do not say shehecheyanu on the rest of the nights.
7. 63 dozen.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

She’asa nissim is said by both the megillah reading and the Chanukah candles.
Because the miracle happened through oil, so we eat oily food. (It is just a
custom, not an obligation).
Glazed.
We light The Chanukah candles first, because once you light the Shabbat
candles you cannot light the Chanukah candles,as it is Shabbat already.
We do havdalah first, because there is a general rule in halacha that whichever
one comes more often, comes first. We do havdalah every week, but we light
only eight days a year, so Havdalah comes first. However, at the Synagogue,
for Pirsumei Nissah (publicizing the miracle), we first light Chanukah candles,
to make sure all the congregation is present for the Chanukah candle lighting
before some members leave.
5: Yehuda, Eliezer, Shimon, Yonatan, and Yochanan.
Mi kamocha ba’elim Hashem.
Chanukah took place in the times of the second Bet Hamikdash. Purim came
much earlier when the Jewish people were in exile, between the destruction of
the first Bet Hamikdash and the building of the second. So Purim happened
first, almost 220 years before Chanukah.

2. What is the difference between a dreidel in America
vs. a dreidel in Israel?

8. What is there in common between the blessings we
say on the megillah for Purim and the blessings we
say on the Chanukah candles?

3. How does Beit Hillel say one should light the
Chanukah candles, and why?

9. Why do we eat sufganiot (donuts) and latkes?

10. What is the most popular flavor of donuts?

4. How does Beit Shammai say one should light the
Chanukah candles, and why?

11. On Friday, do we light the Shabbat candles first, or
the Chanukah candles first, and why?

5. What is the minimum amount of time that the
Chanukah candles should stay lit?

12. On Motza’ai Shabbat, do we light first, or do
Havdalah first, and why?

6. What are the three blessings one should say when
lighting on the first night, and what do we change
for the rest of the nights?

13. How many Maccabees were there, and what were
their names?

7. What is the average amount of donuts that the
average American consumes each year?

15. What came first, Chanukah or Purim?
14. What does Maccabee stand for?

1. Why do we light the menorah on Chanukah?
Sammy Saka, 12th Grade

Chanukah Q & A for the Entire Family

