e
h
T
k
e
e
W
IN

s
d
r
o
w

כו אייר תשע“ה
פרשיות בהר-בחוקותי
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CALENDAR NOTES
Tuesday, May 19– 11th Annual
Chinese Auction
Friday, May 22– Monday, May 25–
Shavuos Break. NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, May 26– Classes resume at 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, May 28– Pre-K Around the world
Performances.
Tuesday, June 9– Kindergarten III Graduation
Wednesday, June 10– Kindergarten II Graduation
Thursday, June 11– Kindergarten I Graduation
Friday, June 12–Last Day of Classes. Regular
Friday Dismissal

Nursery news
JUDAIC STUDIES–
MOROT SHULAMIS & TAMI

SECULAR STUDIES–
MOROT SHULAMIS & SUSAN

As the Yom tov shavuos nears, the children are
getting ready for Kabbalas HaTorah. With many beautiful
projects, mitzvos and learning the Alef Bais.
On to the letter Gimmel we have gone and the children are
having so much fun learning the Gimmel words and playing our alef bais games. The children especially enjoyed
decorating their גוףto resemble themselves. We
completed our bais and gimmel books and the children
enjoyed going through the pages.
Show and tell for Gimmel was really great. The children
were so proud to show the class the items they brought in
beginning with the letter Gimmel.
Hebrew words that we learned in conjunction with the
letter gimmel included:

This week we started a unit on Birds, Bees and
Butterflies. All the children were excited to work on this new
unit. During our art center we did interesting activities. the
class made their own bird puppets, complete with
feathers. We also created a black and yellow bumblebee.
Our imaginations were put to work as we made birds bees and
butterflies in our play dough center. the class was very proud
of all their play dough creations.
During Library center we looked at several books
about our unit and cards with the picture, name and facts
about each bird. The class loved learning about all the different birds.
This week we started to learn the letter C. we talked
about words that begin with the letter Cc and made C pictures
of a car and a cat. During pre-reading centers we also looked
at pictures beginning with the letter C.
We reviewed songs learned this year called The Beehive, and Bumblebee Bumble Bye. During our dramatic play
area our class puppets were very
popular. The children put on puppet shows with our butterfly
and bee puppets.

גלידה
גבינה
גשר
גלגל
גביע
גזר
גוף
For the letter Gimmel, we also learned two important midos. גמילת חסדיםand  גם זו לטובה. We read the
story Shabbos Treats That Grew by Mayer Bendet. In this
story the children got to see how one little chesed made
many people happy. The children also listened to the story
of Nachum Ish Gamzu and the importance of seeing the
good in everything.

The Beehive
Here are the beehives
(Make two fists)
Where are all the bees?
Hiding away where nobody sees.
Here they all are
(wiggle fingers)
They are all alive
One, Two, Three, four, five.

PRe-K PAGES
JUDAIC STUDIES–
MOROT HEIDI & NECHAMA

This week, we learned about the parshios
Behar and Bechukosai. In Parashas Behar we learned about the
mitzvah of Shmittah. The farmers in Eretz Yisroel work the land
for six years, but during the seventh year, they take a rest. This
is so that Bnei Yisroel will remember to thank Hashem for
everything they have and to give the farmers more time to learn
Torah.
In Parashas Bechukosai, we learn how Hashem wants
us to keep the mitzvos and learn a lot of Torah. Hashem
promised Bnei Yisroel that if they learn a lot of Torah and keep
the mitzvos, Hashem will bring wonderful brachos to them.
Some of the brachos that we focused on were the brochos
asking Hashem for enough rain at the right time (in Eretz
Yisroel) and that the fruits and grains in Eretz Yisroel will ripen
at the right time.
The Yom Tov of Shavuos was introduced this week.
The children enjoyed learning the midrash of how Hashem
chose Har Sinai as the mountain on which the Torah would be
given. The children were interested to learn the story of Naomi
and Rus and how Dovid HaMelech is a descendent of Rus.
Our Hebrew letter of the week is kuf. Some of the
vocabulary words that we learned included:
קוף
קידוש
קיר
קשת
קדוש

SECULAR STUDIES–
MORAH JUDY

IHOLA! This week our Pre-K continues their around
the world adventures with a visit to Mexico. The children
heard stories in English and in Spanish. Many of the children
were already familiar with some of the Spanish vocabulary
learned. We discussed some of the colors that can be found
on clothing that people in Mexico wear. This includes the
colors, yellow, red, orange and green. The children decorated
sombreros using these colors. It was fun to try the Mexican
Hat Dance, the Jarabe Tapatio! Some popular foods in Mexico
are; Tortillas, Tacos and Burritos, usually filled with beans, rice
and cheese. Some of the children's' favorite books were,
Tortillas are Round, Las tortillas Son Redondas by Roseanne
Greenfield and Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto.
Our letter this week was the letter Vv. The children
came up with many words beginning with the letter Vv. Some
words were, vase, vest, vulture, voom, and voice. They
became creative when creating an artistic vase out of the
letter Vv. Some books shared were, Voyager, An Adventure
Through Space by John Gustafson and The Very Lonely Firefly
by Eric Carle.
The Pre K children are continuing to prepare for their
AROUND THE WORLD PERFORMANCE. They are learning new
songs each week from countries around the world.
It was wonderful to see so many parents at the parent
conferences. The children are so proud of their
accomplishments!

kINDeRGARTEN CORNER
JUDAIC STUDIES–
MOROT BAYLA & RENA

SECULAR STUDIES–
MOROT HEIDI & PEARLY

As we continued to count the days of the Omer, we
realized that we are very close to Chag HaShavuos. We
learned the meaning of the other names of the chag- Chag
Habikurim and Chag Matan Toraseinu. We discussed how
Hashem asked the nations to accept the Torah and only Bnei
Yisroel answered " Naaseh V'Nishma. " We talked about the
famous midrash of how Hashem chose Har Sinai as the
mountain on which the Torah would be given. We worked on
a choveret for Shavuos which depicts the special minhagim
of the chag. We learned the following Hebrew vocabulary
words:

The children are getting more and more excited
about graduation as it nears! We have been practicing, singing the songs with the motions and reciting
our parts. On Tuesday, the children had a chance to
dress in their cap and gown to take their graduation
pictures.
In math, the children are learning about
measurements. We talked about how measurements
are used all the time. For example the doctor
measures your height to see how much you have
grown, and people measure the distance that they
walk or run. The children learned the vocabulary
words longer than and shorter than. We learned that
when comparing two objects, we must start
measuring from the same place.
The children spent the whole week practicing
their writing. They know to start each sentence with a
capital letter, put spaces between words and end each
sentence with an end mark. The children are working
very hard on their end of the year books.
We also have been practicing the site words by
playing fun games that the children love!

חלב
גבינה
פרחים
The letter Sin was taught this week. We did activities
to help us remember the difference between the shin and
sin. The yeladim are progressing nicely in their ability to
recognize the letters and their sounds. Keep practicing with
them and you will surely shep nachas.
The Parsha of Behar taught us about the special
mitzvah done only in Eretz Yisroel - the mitzvah of Shmittahletting the land rest during the seventh year. What especially
interested the children was the idea that this mitzvah is kept
in Israel today. During a Shmittah year, the farmer is supposed to dedicate his time to learning Torah. Just as
Hashem provides for us for six years, so to he will provide for
us in the seventh year. We also learned about the mitzvah of
Yovel. Every fifty years, all Jewish slaves are freed and all
fields have to be returned to their true owners.
For Parshas Bechukosai, we learned that when we
follow Derech Hashem, Hashem will bless us. The children
will try to go to shul to say "Chazak Chazak Venischazaik".
In Pirkei Avos we learned the Mishna “lefoom tzara
agra”- according to the amount of work you put into a
mitzvah, that is the amount of reward Hashem will give you.
In Project Derech we learned that it is a mitzvah to
help an elderly person.
We are practicing for Graduation. Each child will
receive a part. Please review it daily, making
sure your child says it slowly and clearly.

Erev Shabbos Parashas Behar-Bechukosai 5775
Dear Parents,
Parashas Bechukosai begins with the words “Bechukosai Teileichu” which Rashi interprets as teaching us that we should be
“Ameilim B’Torah,” we should exert ourselves, and put forth effort in the study of Torah.
The Chofetz Chaim (Chofetz Chaim al HaTorah)expounds upon these words to describe the uniqueness of Limud Torah – the
goal is not only to gather information, but every word and every ounce of effort that is expended in its study is a great accomplishment in itself, and earns reward for the one making the effort. Whereas in every other endeavor in life one is compensated for his efforts only upon successful completion of the mission or production of the item, Torah study is rewarded
for the effort exerted, as much as the understanding and knowledge gained. Even if one fails to comprehend what he or she
is learning, if there was a sincere attempt to understand, the effort is rewarded.
This focus on effort, and the relative downplaying of results carries a very important message for us and our children. We
live in a society and culture that is fixated on success – the smartest, the richest, the strongest, the most attractive, most
popular etc. We are saturated with information about the `winner’ with barely a word about the `loser.’ An Olympic athlete
can train six hours a day for four or more years – if he doesn’t return home with a medal –it’s considered as if he wasted all
that time. In the academic world and sadly, even in our Yeshivas – those who earn top grades are highly regarded, no m
atter how hard or easy it was for them, while those who are diligent and persistent don’t get recognized for efforts alone.
This is not the Torah way nor does it lead to success. The one with the bright head, who doesn’t need to work hard, may
never learn to put forth effort and may never achieve much in life, despite innate abilities. Truly successful people are
primarily drawn from the ranks of the motivated, persistently hard working people who sustain effort in their path to a goal.
One of the greatest gifts we can give our children is a spark to fire up their motivation and fuel their ambition. Parents
should be very concerned about a lack of diligence and persistence that their children may have. It may not be easy to
create a motivated child, but role-modeling, admiring hard work in others, pointing out projects that were completed only
through persistence and
perspiration are some ways to make it more likely your child will appreciate the value of hard work and follow through even
when the going gets rough. Lack of motivation in children is commonly due to an undiagnosed learning challenge that
makes the task so difficult as to be deemed ‘not worth the effort’ (consciously or subconsciously) by the child. It’s the
parent’s and the school’s shared responsibility to address that issue.
If the effort in studying even only one word of the world’s most precious commodity - the Torah – yields a reward of great
magnitude, we can appreciate the value of effort in all endeavors. Let’s help our children become diligent, determined and
persistent students, friends and citizens of our community.
Best wishes for a highly motivational Shabbos,

Rabbi Kalman Baumann

WEeKLY WRAP-UP

