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תשע''ה

BIRCHAS HABONIM

T

he blessing of one’s children on Erev Yom Kippur
is an exceptionally beautiful and meaningful

prayer. Let its recitation sensitize us to the profound
responsibilities and opportunities that our children bring
to us, as well as allowing the wellsprings of parents’ love
to be showered upon them. In the spirit of the Yomim
Noraim, the administration and staff would like to ask
forgiveness from parents and children for anything we
may have said or done improperly this past year.

ATERES ZVI
TZEDAKAH
CAMPAIGN

E

veryone is asked to
participate in our

HASMODA
PROJECT

W

e will
once

again be

Tzedaka campaign on

conducting our

behalf of needy families in

semi-annual Yom Tov learning program over

Eretz Yisroel. The campaign continues through Sukkos.

Sukkos. We welcome your support of the

Please bring in the collected monies to school after

children’s voluntary learning by becoming a

Sukkos.

sponsor as a zechus for a Refuah Shelaima, or
in memory of a loved one. Sponsorships begin
at $50. Please speak with Rabbi Baumann to let
him know that you are interested.

MAZEL TOV

REFUAH SHELAIMA

T

Elchonon ben Rochel Leah
Shlomo Dovid ben Chaya Rivka

o Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Rotholc and
family on the birth of a daughter.

Mina Yehudis bas Masodi
Raizel bas Pessel
Dov Beirish Nachum ben Esther
Yitzchak Shmuel ben Pesha Sara
Yehuda Pinchas ben Osna
Tichye Esther bas Minya Baila

ASSEMBLIES

O

ur first assemblies of the year were a huge
success! On Wednesday, the boys and girls

each came to the auditorium for what were in reality

SUMMER REVIEW LUNCHEON

W

e are very proud of all the students, grades 2
through 5, who participated in the Torah
Studies Summer Review Program. They were
rewarded with a special Pizza Luncheon today.
Yasher Kochachem!

school wide meetings, complete with class
greetings, a sharing, an activity and a message!
Rabbi Baumann presented the children with
information and encouragement about the upcoming
world-wide Shabbos Project, taking place in a few
weeks on Shabbos Parshas Noach. The students
also learned about the Ateres Zvi Tzedakah
Campaign (see Page 2).They enjoyed and were
inspired by a video presentation about judging
others favorably—just in time for Yom Kippur. There
was a spirit of camaraderie among the classes as
they filed into the auditorium (looking special in their
official uniforms!) We look forward to our next
assemblies on November 4th!

Erev Yom Kippur 5775
Dear Parents,
The concept of Teshuva is absolutely remarkable in that bad deeds can
actually be forgiven and then erased. Over and beyond this Chessed, loving
kindness from Hashem, is an added dimension of forgiveness for one who is
“Ma’avir Al Midosav”, known also as a vatran, one who ‘overlooks’ slights,
insults and humiliation. The Gemara in Rosh Hashana 17a tells us that for
such a person, one who `overlooks’ that which would ordinarily bring forth
an angry or harsh reaction, Hashem forgives all of his aveiros.
Rav Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler zt’l, as quoted in Sefer Sifsei Chaim (HaRav
Chaim Friedlander zt’l) explains that there is Din(strict judgment), and there
is Rachamim (mercy not restricted to the usual rules of strict judgment). To
qualify as one who has done Teshuva on his misdeeds, there is a certain
formula to follow to achieve atonement. If one accomplishes this, then Al Pi
Din (according to strict judgment), he has accomplished Teshuva and is
`entitled’ to be forgiven. However, there is a person who can achieve
forgiveness even without going through the normal procedure. One who is
Ma’avir Al Midosov, as a reward, or consequence for not following the
normal `Din’ type reaction to an insult but instead acts humbly and mercifully
and doesn’t react as one normally would, merits receiving the same
treatment from Hashem. Even though he didn’t technically satisfy the
requirements of a proper Teshuva, he gets a free pass, if you will, because of
his being Ma’avir Al Midosov.
This is an incredibly challenging attribute to aspire to, and clearly, most of
us have difficulty achieving it. If so, why even mention it? The answer is, it’s
important, very important, to know what there is to strive for, even if we only
achieve partial success. In raising our children we need to ask ourselves –
are we modeling and teaching being easy going and forgiving, or do we
tend more to the side of entitlement and standing up for our rights. If we stop
and analyze ourselves and our own behavior and values, we would find
justification for either approach. Rav Dessler (in a simplified version of his
explanation) demonstrates that Shammai and Hillel, the great Tannaim,
represented the two opposing viewpoints of this very question. Shammai
clearly felt that the honor of the Torah was so great it required the Din
approach, while Hillel followed the Rachamim approach. Neither side was
technically more right than the other.
-continued-
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At the end of the day however, the one with more `clout’ in heaven was Hillel, because of the
Rachamim approach. That’s because Hashem was swayed, so to speak, to also deal with Hillel
with Rachamim and not Din. Before we conclude which way we want our children to go, it
behooves us to keep this in mind. A person who can be forgiving, easygoing and pleasant to
deal with, is a person who has a lot going for him, and can anticipate a life blessed with
benevolence and favor from Above. As we pour out our hearts to Hashem this Yom Kippur, let’s
keep this in mind in our yearning for a year of Bracha and Hatzlacha for ourselves, our children
and for all of Klal Yisroel .
With Best Wishes for a G’mar Chasima Tova,

Rabbi Kalman Baumann
Principal

30TH ANNUAL DINNER—BREAKING NEWS!
We are excited to announce that

Mrs. Minnie Schraga
will be receiving the Aishes Chayil Award the YTCTE 30th
Annual Dinner. Mrs. Schraga has been a very good friend
of our Yeshiva for many years.
Mrs. Schraga, mother of Mr. Shopsie Schraga, is well
known in the Surfside community as well as the entire
South Florida for her commitment to Torah growth in
South Florida.

Hernan and Paola Leonoff
Guests of Honor
Hernan and Paola Leonoff joined the Yeshiva Toras Chaim Toras Emes family in 2010. The
Leonoffs are an integral part of the YTCTE family and the South Florida community. They are
prime examples of people that want to help and will go out of their way to do so.
Hernan and Paola, originally from Argentina, came to the United States in 2002. The Leonoffs
moved to Aventura where they became active members of the South Florida Jewish
Community and specifically the Aventura Shul.
Hernan comes from a long history of entrepreneurs that built one of the largest and most
renowned chain of retail optical stores in Argentina. Hernan became a partner in MG3
Developer in 2004. Hernan has worked tirelessly, with mesiras nefesh, behind the scenes on
behalf of the Yeshiva. It is as a result of his efforts that we were able to move into our new
facility at the beginning of this school year.
Paola is involved with the JCS Kosher Food Bank. Paola coordinates the food drive at
Klurman Elementary School every year. Paola is always eager to help in class productions;
taking the initiative to make sure every detail is taken care of. Paola also volunteers for the
Chevra Kadisha of South Florida.
Hernan and Paola have played an integral role in the growth of the Yeshiva. They are
encouraging and inspiring to any new families who are considering joining our YTCTE
family.
Hernan and Paola have four children, Sofia, Simcha, Dan and Orly. Sofia and Simcha are
graduates of Klurman Elementary School and are currently attending Bais Yaakov. Dan is
currently enrolled in the third grade at KES and Orly is currently in Pre-K at Hillel. We wish
them continued hatzlocha in their wonderful ways and much nachas from all their children.

Thank you so much to the members of 5b-1 and 2g-1 for decorating
our Chodesh Elul bulletin boards! They did a beautiful and creative job!

Our fifth grade boys enjoyed a thrilling game of Jeopardy
as they prepared for their first Mishna test.
It was a close game until the very end.
A good time and great learning for everyone!

1G-1 CREATES BEAUTIFUL SUKKAH DECORATIONS

P.M. POWWOW IN KITAH ALEF 1G-2

Stamp the shoresh in kitah alef 1G-2

