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Early Childhood Newsletter 

Yeshiva Toras Chaim Toras Emes 

Parashas Behar 
 

May 9, 2014 
Candle Lighting 7:38 P.M. 

ERETZ YISROEL PROGRAM 
 

In the Early Childhood Program this 

week, the children learned about Eretz 

Yisroel.  They decorated cookies in the 

shape of the Kotel and drank chocolate 

milk to symbolize Eretz Yisroel as a land 

of milk and honey.  Each class performed 

songs and danceS for one of the other 

pre-school classes. 

 
 

 

 

CONFERENCE NIGHTS 
 

 
TUESDAY, MAY 13 

PRE-KI, KIII & KIV 

 
Please go online to schedule an  

appointment with your child’s teacher.   
If you need assistance, please call the 

school office. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

The long awaited launch of the community-wide Safety 
Kids Program in South Florida will take place the week 
of May 12.  Parents are expected to come to the parent 
training on Monday evening, May 12 from  8:00 p.m. until 
9:45 p.m. The program will be held in the school  
auditorium.  Please make arrangements now to attend 
this critically important  event to ensure the safety 
and well-being of our children. 

 

 
Sunday, May 25 

Beit David Highland Lakes Shul 
 

Please visit www.ytcteam.org/auction to 
order tickets 

 
 
 

AROUND THE WORLD IN SONG AND DANCE 
 

PRE-KI 
THURSDAY, MAY 22 

10:00 A.M. 
 

PRE-KII 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 21 

10:00 A.M. 
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NURSERY – MORAH TAMI 

 

Don’t walk in front of me 
I may not follow 

Don’t walk behind me  
I may not lead 

Just walk beside me 
And be my friend 

And together we will walk 
In the ways of Hashem 

 
V’Ahavta lereacha kamocha 

Zeh klal gadol ba Torah 
 

 With this song featuring the famous saying 
of Rabbi Akiva, the topic of Lag-Ba’Omer was 
introduced to the yeladim.  The children were 
amazed to discover that although Rabbi Akiva did 
not start learning the Alef-bais until he was forty 
years old, he went on to become a great talmid 
chocham.  They were sad to hear about the 
students of Rabbi Akiva who did not keep the 
mitzvah of “V’Ahavta lereacha kamocha”.  
 Mr. Alef came to visit our class this week.  
We learned the Hebrew words aviron, aniyah, 
achad, abba and ima.  We had lots of fun making 
a booklet featuring the letter alef.  We discussed 
the Middah of Emes and how important it is to 
always tell the truth. 
 For Parashas Behar, we learned about the 
concept of Shemittah.  Every seventh year, the 
farmers in Eretz Yisroel let their fields remain 
untilled so that they could spend more time 
learning Torah.  We also talked about the concept 
of leaving the fields “Hefker” so that all those in 
need could take whatever they desired from the 
field.   
 
 

NURSERY– MORAH SUSAN 

 
 This week, we began a unit on opposites.  
We learned to identify opposite words such as 
happy-sad, open-close, big-little and up-down.    
The class looked at many pictures of opposite 
words.  To reinforce their understanding of the 
concept of opposites, they made a window that 
opens and closes.  They also played “opposite 
games,” did exercises and made pipe cleaner 
bracelets. 
 As our science experiment this week, we 
mixed paints to see what would happen.  They 
learned that by mixing primary colors, they can 
create other colors.  They then used the paint 
colors that they blended to easel paint, sponge 
paint and finger paint. 
 They also learned the opposite song “Rolly 
Polly Polly”. 
 

Rolly Polly Polly (roll hands) 
Up, up, up (put hands up) 

Rolly Polly Polly 
Down, down, down (put hand down) 

Down, down, down 
Out, out, out (put hands out) 

Out, out, out 
In, In, In (put hands in) 

 
 The children really enjoyed making a 
Mother’s Day gift.  How exciting to make a gift for 
mommy!  Have  a wonderful Mother’s Day! 
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PRE-KI & II MOROT HEIDI & NECHAMA 

 
 In this week’s parsha, Parashas Behar, 
the children learned about the Mitzvah of 
Shemittah.  The farmers in Eretz Yisroel work 
the land for six years, but during the seventh 
year, they take a rest.  This is so Bnei Yisroel 
will remember to thank Hashem for everything 
that they have and to give the farmers more 
time to learn Torah. 
 We continued learning about Rabbi Akiva 
and his motto of “V’Ahavta L’Reacha 
Kamocha.”  The children were fascinated to 
hear that Rabbi Akiva did not start learning 
Torah until he was forty years old.  We are also 
learning about the different reasons for Sefiras 
Ha’Omer. 
 We are trying to be kind to our friends.  
We are counting each day of the Omer in 
anticipation of the Yom Tov of Shavuos when 
Bnei Yisroel received the Torah.   
 We have been learning about the 
uniqueness of Eretz Yisroel-how very special 
and kadosh it is to all of us.  The children have 
been looking at photographs, reading books 
and singing songs about Eretz Yisroel.  We 
focused our attention towards Yerushalayim and 
discussed why the Kotel is so important to us.  
We learned about the high salt content in Yam 
HaMelach (that’s why fish cannot  live in Yam 
Hamelach), about the kibbutzim and looked at  
a map of Israel to locate the Negev, the Galil 
and the cities of Yerushalayim and Chevron.  
We welcome any books, music or other items 
from Israel that you would like to share with the 
class. 
 The letter ר was introduced this week.  
Some vocabulary words that we learned were: 
 

 רעשן 

 רכבת

 רוח

 רגל

 רגלים

 ראש

 רופא

 ראשון

 PRE-KI & II– MORAH JUDY 

 
 This has been an exciting week for the 
Pre-K children.  They are counting the days until 
their “Around The World” performances.    Many 
children have brought in their costumes and 
were proud to show them to their classmates. 
 Our letter of the week was “Ww.”  The 
children were able to sound out many words 
that begin with the letter  “Ww” such as:  
whale, white, wonderful, water, watermelon, 
witch, wand and wheel. 
 This week, we also spoke about our 
mothers and how we should appreciate all that 
they do for us. The children created beautiful 
gifts and cards for their mothers.  Some 
children figured out that MOM upside down 
spells WOW. 
 We continued to blend letters together 
to create words.  Some words that the children 
sounded out were: wow, pow, cow and now. 
 Our favorite books this week were 
Chicken Man by Michelle Edwards, Is Your Mama 
A Llama by Deborah Guarino, What Will I Do If I 
Can’t Tie My Shoe by Heidi Kilgras and We Are 
All Alike, We Are All Different by The 
Cheltenham Elementary School. 
 
 
 
 
 

W 
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KINDERGARTEN I, II, III & IV 

MOROT BAYLA, HEIDI &  RENA 

 
 Kedushas Eretz Yisroel was discussed 
this week.  We saw beautiful pictures of Eretz 
Yisroel and many of the holy sites which our 
people have longed to see throughout our 
history.  Each class learned some songs about 
Eretz Yisroel and performed for each other.  We 
all davened to Hashem to bring peace to Israel 
and to bring the Moshiach.  We hope that one 
day we can all live in Eretz Yisroel and do the 
special mitzvos that one can only perform in 
Eretz Hakodesh.   
 This week, we learned the letters ץ & צ.  
We brainstormed many words that begin and 
end with these letters.  The children are getting 
very good at blending the nekudos with the 
letters.  Thank you for reviewing the homework 
sheets.  The reinforcement at home gives the 
children extra confidence at school. 
 The parsha of Behar taught us about the 
special mitzvah done only in Eretz Yisroel-the 
mitzvah of Shemittah-letting the land rest 
during the seventh year.  What interested the 
children was the idea that this mitzvah is kept 
in Israel today and that more and more people 
are keeping this mitzvah as the years go by.  
We also learned about the mitzvah of Yovel.  
Every fifty years, all Jewish slaves were freed 
and all the fields had to be returned to their 
true owners.  We compared the seventh year 
when we do not cultivate the land in Eretz 
Yisroel to the seventh day of Brias HaOlam.  
Just as Hashem created the world in six days 
and rested on the seventh, so too, the farmer 
works the land for six years and learns Torah 
on the seventh and trusts that Hashem will 
provide for him during the seventh Shemittah 
year.   
 We learned the concept of “Heve 
Mekabel Kol Adam B’sever Panim Yafos” from 
Perel Gimel in Pirkei Avos.  
 

KINDERGARTEN I, II, III & IV 
 MOROT BERNEY, PEARLY & TALIA 

 

 This week, we continued our unit on pollution.  
We thought of ways to make our world a beautiful 
place and concluded that we should not be “litter 
bugs” and should do our best to recycle.  The children 
learned that recycling means taking materials that 
were used for something else and then making a new 
product out of it.  They brainstormed all kinds of 
different items that can be recycled such as glass 
bottles, plastic containers, soda cans and newspapers.  
We also talked about composting.  We learned that it 
means taking fruit or vegetable peels and putting 
them back into the ground to help the grass and trees 
grow.  Throwing garbage out properly and recycling 
will help prevent pollution and keep our earth 
beautiful.   
 This week, we learned to identify the letter “Jj” 
and were made aware that the word “junk” begins 
with this letter as well as the words  “jar,” “jelly” and 
“jam.” 
 Our new sight word is “good”.  Every day, our 
morning message begins with the word “good”.  We 
reviewed past sight words and played games with our 
new sight words. 
 The children enjoyed making Mother’s Day 
cards and a present.  We hope that you enjoy them! 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
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Dear Parents, 

 

Before we can teach our students, we must ensure they are safe and secure.  

It is the responsibility of educators, parents and community leaders to do 

whatever possible to give our children the tools to protect themselves when 

a parent or teacher is not around.  Welcome to the Magen Yeladim  

International Safety Kid® program!  We have partnered with Jewish 

Community Services (JCS)  and Ohel to present to you Safety Kid®, a 

program that empowers communities to create safety for all children. 

 

This program has been widely praised by law enforcement officers, mental 

health professionals, principals and school staff, as well as parents and 

children themselves for the way it provides key information to children, 

faculty and parents “in dignified, age appropriate and culturally sensitive 

ways.” It begins with the premise that it takes a community to keep  

children safe and thus the Safety Kid® program puts great emphasis on  

educating significant people who form the environment of those children. 

Thus, the program was structured so that the adults in the child’s daily life 

are trained first to empower them to effectively teach, communicate and respond, thereby 

creating a shield of safety around the child. The following list briefly describes the  

individual components in the order in which they are taught: 

 

School administration receives a full operational review and training that includes  

specific policies and procedures designed to offer the protection that children need 

within a school environment: responsible hiring standards, safety planning, ongoing 

supervision, school guidelines and safety policies and teacher education and  

awareness. 

Staff is provided with the tools to identify signs and symptoms of abuse, understanding 

grooming behaviors, handling a disclosure, and understanding and executing their 

reporting responsibilities. 

Parents are trained in practical safety awareness and provided with specific parenting 

tools to maximize their children’s safety at home, in synagogue, with friends at play, 

at camp, etc. Our parent training will be held this Monday, May 12th from 

8:00PM to 9:45PM at our school.  You owe it to yourself and your children to 

attend. 
 

Children are taught the ABCs of Safety (Ask for help, Bring a friend, Check first, Do 

tell). The lessons were designed to conform with Torah-true sensitivities and needs. 

At the same time, they are relevant and appropriate for children of any race, ethnici-

ty, religion and/or socioeconomic strata. 
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The Safety Kid® training program for children is an entertaining, cutting-edge and age-

appropriate curriculum. Through the ABCDs of Safety, children will learn about: 

 

A: Ask for Help: when in dangerous situations, or lost. They will acquire skills of what they 

need to know and do in cases of emergency and how to identify a TRUSTED ADULT. 

 

B: Bring a Friend: Students will be introduced to the concept of ‘Buddy System’ which 

teaches them that it is always safer to go with a friend.  

 

C: Check first: offers children tools of what to do when the telephone rings or a stranger 

knocks on their door at home. They will also learn about the need to inform a TRUSTED 

ADULT when changing a plan, going with anyone elsewhere or accepting gifts. 

 

D: Do tell: introduces the concepts of ‘body ownership’, ‘ok vs. not okay touch’ and the 

‘NO-RUN-TELL’ rule. It teaches a variety of strategies of how to respond when their  

personal space or privacy is about to be or has been violated. ‘Do tell’ is the program’s key 

component and teaches children powerful actions and language to keep themselves safe. 

 

The above curriculum is being taught to our children, grades K – 5, through Safety Kid’s 

colorful teaching cards, other teaching aides, and a DVD featuring Safety Kid® and his 

friends.  This will take place this coming Tuesday and Wednesday, in the classroom, in the 

presence of the teacher. 

 

The Safety Kid® program has been created under the guidance of the National Center for 

Missing & Exploited Children bearing the approval of Rav Avrohom Chaim Levin, Shlita,  

Rav Shmuel Kaminetsky, Shlita and the Halachic Advisory Board of Los Angeles. 

 

Should you have any queries regarding the Safety Kid® program please contact Zisa Levin 

(zlevin@jcsfl.org or 305-403-6547) or Melissa Brail (mbrail@jcsfl.org or 3056728080) 

JCS Safety Kid® program directors] 
 

Looking forward to seeing you on Monday evening May 12th, at the parent training.  Let’s 

all work together to give our children the tools to maintain and enhance the innocence and 

security of childhood. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful Shabbos, 

 

Rabbi Kalman Baumann 

mailto:zlevin@jcsfl.org
mailto:mbrail@jcsfl.org

