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TEAM Spirit
STAR STUDENTS

פרשת ויחי
CANDLE
LIGHTING
5:20 pm

JANUARY 1
SESSIONS 9-12

Miriam Berkowitz – T.S.
Miriam Bisker – T.S. & S.S.
Esther Simcha Botton
Rivka Goldenberg – S.S.
Tehila Klecky – T.S. & S.S.
Ruth Libson – S.S.
Penina Pomper – T.S.
Lea Riesel – S.S.
Naomi Rubinov – S.S.
Hannah Shapiro – T.S.
Ayelet Siev – T.S.
Aliza Zeines – S.S.

Yoseph Baroukh – T.S.
Moshe Uriel Botton – S.S.
Tzvi Danziger – S.S.
Ephraim Dudovitz – T.S.
Nataniel El-Gad – T.S.
Avraham Kanter – T.S.
David Koskas – S.S.
Yehuda Lehrfield – T.S.
Aaron Riesel – S.S.
Zohar Reboh – S.S.
Binyamin Rubinov – S.S.

REGULAR
MIAMI BEACH
BUS SERVICE

28TH ANNUAL DINNER &
JOURNAL CAMPAIGN
INVITATIONS ARE IN
THE MAIL!! Be on the lookout for
yours, and make your
reservations as soon as possible.
We thank those of you who have
sent in your ads already. KEEP
THEM COMING!
Please see the attached flyer for
an update and plan to join us for
the dinner on
Tuesday, January 15th!

TEAM PLAYERS
Dovid Alber
Netanel Dovid Corcos
Adam Dennis
Asher Goldenberg
Avraham Homnick
Akiva Jeger
Binyomin Privalsky
Ailee Shanes
Shaya Steinberg
Dovid Suissa

Sarah Leah Buzaglo
Fayge Deutsch
Adiel Elkayam
Meira Entin
Rivka Goldenberg
Batel Levi
Mijal Mizrahi
Gitty Rubin
Shayna Schwartz
Hannah Shapiro
Esti Stern
Shira Suissa
Esti Weinberger
Sarah Malkah Zeitouni

GIRLS
GALORE
BRUNCH &
MORE

W

e hope you
have your

babysitters lined up
for this special opportunity to bond with your

1B SIDDUR
PARTY

M

azel Tov to
the first grade

boys who celebrated
receiving their first, beautifully decorated Siddur
at a festive party on Wednesday.
Special recognition must be given to

daughters at our Girls Galore Brunch and More

Rabbi Goldenberg, Mrs. Becker, and Mrs.

scheduled for Sunday, January 13, 10:30-12:30, in

Rosenbaum for all of their efforts and hard work

the Toras Emes Social Hall.

in preparation for this milestone in the boys’ lives.

Our committee is working hard to make this

Thank you to the following mothers (and

brunch an event to remember. Please call Mrs.

grandmother) for their invaluable assistance in

Mann at 786.623.7744 to let her know you would

making this event a truly festive celebration:

like to help. Watch your mail for the invitations!

Mrs. Rachel Breier chips, salsa, and drinks

KIDS FOR
KOSHER
FOOD BANK

Mrs. Ana Bisker -

F

Siddur cake

or the month of
January the

specific requests are
macaroni and cheese
boxes, apple juice, canned fruit, and toiletries
such as toothpaste and toothbrushes. Keep in
mind that all the food must be either OU, ChafK, O-K, or Star-K certified, making it suitable
for any family. Thank you for your continued
help. Yasher Koach!

fruit platter
Mrs. Aliza Goldenberg Mrs. Aviva Goldenberg shopping for decorative paper goods
Mrs. Tova Goldenberg set up and serving at the party
Yasher Koach to Rabbi Baumann for
encouraging the boys with his inspiring words.
See photos on following page.

1B SIDDUR PARTY

DEFICIENCY REPORTS

D

eficiency Reports will be sent home this
coming week, mid-way through the

semester to alert parents to an academic issue
that requires attention. It should not come as a
surprise to those who receive these reports,
however, it should serve to focus both teacher
and parent to a challenge that requires a
solution.

RAISING G.R.E.A.T. CHILDREN
Rabbi Baumann’s Parenting Class
takes place this Tuesday morning at
9:15-10:00 AM in the Library.
Please join us!
This week’s topic:
Empathic Listening - Part 3
“How to Respond”

CLAIM LOST
AND FOUND!

O

ur Lost and
Found boxes

are overflowing with
items to be claimed.
Please stop by to pick
up your missing sweaters, jackets, lunch boxes
and more before mid-Winter vacation - at which
time we will donate all unclaimed items to the
local Gemach.

READING IS MAGIC !

Z

achary Dennis finished reading the 48
books in the “Magic Tree House” series
and decided to celebrate this accomplishment
with his class. Zachary received a special
certificate and there were cupcakes and
spelling games centered around the “Magic
Tree House” theme. The enthusiasm for
reading in 2B is both palpable and contagious!

We pray that everyone listed here
have a Refuah Shelaima. New
names will be compiled beginning
with the first newsletter after
midwinter vacation. Please contact
Mrs. Zisquit if you would like a
name included on the new list.

REFUAH SHELAIMA
Leah bas Rochel
Leah bas Freida
Shifra Pua bas Rochel
Mordechai Yehuda ben Esther Rochel
Chaim Berel ben Shoshana
Binyomin ben Sarah
Yosef ben Rus
Baruch ben Esther

PIZZA

Ariella Sara bas Elisheva Malka

O

Yehuda Pinchas ben Asna

home today for

Shlomo Meir ben Aviya Nechama

the new pizza cycle, which begins next Friday,

Malka Rivka bas Devorah

January 4 . If you would like your child(ren) to

Shoshana bas Miriam

receive pizza, please fill out the order form

Shmuel Yitzchak ben Zisa Sara

and send it in with payment on Monday.

Chaya Shaina Sara bas Chana Esther

Remember: If you would like your child to

Meir Yitzchok ben Pessel

purchase canteen items with their pizza (chips

Rochel Gittel bas Yehudis Ettil

and seltzer @ .50 each) , please send a dollar

Leah Lilach bas Sara Chana

with each child on Fridays.

Rochel bas Rivka Leah

Peretz ben Gittel
Aryeh Meir ben Aidel Fraidel
Yaakov ben Malka
Miriam bas Itzilah Aida
Rafael Menachem Meir ben Raizel Aidel
Devorah bas Victoria
Naftuli ben Rivka
Dovid ben Golda
Yitzchak ben Taiba
Penina bas Ashira
Batsheva bas Leah

rder forms
were sent

MAZEL TOV

T

o Mr. Richard Lasry and
family on his
engagement to Karen
Shapiro.

T

o Rabbi and Mrs. Gedalya
Glatt and family on the birth
of a grandson, born to their son,
our alumnus, Yehoshua Dov and
Chaya Glatt.

Erev Shabbos Parashas Vayechi 5773
Dear Parents,
In the brachos that Yaakov Avinu bestowed upon his children, Yehuda was
singled out for leadership. What was Yehuda’s unique qualification that
propelled him to be leader? From Rashi in Bereishis 49:10, it appears it was his
willingness to stand back, reconsider his position (by Yosef in the pit) and even
admit his responsibility (by Tamar), that marked him for greatness. The very
name Yehuda means to admit, not to evade culpability by shifting blame to
another.
In a lecture to educators, (Queens, NY May, 2011) Dr. David Pelcovitz, the wellknown and highly respected psychologist, shared the findings of a recent study
of neurosurgeons, conducted in conjunction with Penn State University. The
question at hand was to find the single most important factor that differentiated
the top 1% of neurosurgeons, those who lost the fewest patients, from the bottom
1%, those who lost the most patients.
Keeping in mind the high level of knowledge, the extraordinarily long period of
training and the absolute precision of their work, the findings are most
noteworthy. The difference was not IQ, nor the medical school attended and not
the hospital in which they operate. The difference was how they reacted to
failure, to losing a patient. The top 1% did everything possible to analyze what
went wrong, did further research into the specifics, and did not rest until they
came up with a better way to do it. The bottom 1% shifted the blame to
everyone else: “What do you expect with such inferior nurses,” “the operating
room is so primitive,” “they didn’t give me accurate information.”
-continued-

page 2
The difference is so glaring. Success or failure depends upon a person who is willing
to take responsibility for his or her actions. Blaming, passing the buck and just plain
shirking are the hallmarks of losers and failures – by not taking responsibility, they
are not capable of improving. Those who do take responsibility for their own actions
are destined for success, because they are embarked on a journey of selfimprovement.
This is especially true of children. If we allow them to make excuses, blame their
behavior on factors outside of themselves, they will never learn from mistakes, and
never grow. If, however, we encourage our children as to the value of taking
responsibility and accepting the blame whenever warranted, we are giving them
leadership qualities with which to succeed in life.
As with all Midos, we teach best by our example. Let’s re-examine our own reactions
to mistakes we make. Do we own up to them, analyze what went wrong and look
seriously for ways to avoid the mishap in the future? Or do we find all manner of
external factors to explain the failure. It would be worthwhile to stop for a short
while and listen to the actual words that come from our mouths – do we kvetch a lot?
Is everything always someone else’s shortcoming that made success so elusive?
We may not be leaders of the stature of Yehuda, but we are leaders of ourselves and
our family. We need to keep in mind the secret to Yehuda’s success.

Best wishes for an admittedly wonderful Shabbos,

Rabbi Kalman Baumann

