בס''ד

TORAS EMES ACADEMY OF MIAMI
DECEMBER 21, 2012

TEAM Spirit
STAR STUDENTS

פרשת ויגש
CANDLE
LIGHTING
5:16 pm

PLEASE NOTE:

Rebecca Balgley – S.S.
Lea Berkowitz – S.S.
Racheli Breier – T.S.
Chani Dreyfuss – T.S.
Shoshana Blima Goldenberg – T.S.
Tessie Koot – S.S.
Debbie Nash – S.S.
Rina Esther Pollack – T.S.
Abigail Rubinov – S.S.
Esti Weinberger – S.S.
Mindel Weinberger – T.S.

ASARA B’TEVES —
DECEMBER 23

DECEMBER 25

Regular Sunday sessions.

REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS

Yehuda Bloom – S.S.
Avraham Brass – T.S.
Danny Breier – S.S.
Ariel Chattah – S.S.
Yoseph Zundel Dubinsky – T.S.
Dovid Feldman – S.S.
Netanel Hendel – S.S.
Shua Jeger – T.S.
Dovid Koskas – T.S.
David Leubitz – T.S.
Yehuda Segal - S.S.
Shmuel Vaiselberg - S.S.
Moshe Waisman – S.S.

REGULAR M.B. BUS SERVICE

TEAM PLAYERS
28TH ANNUAL
DINNER &
JOURNAL
CAMPAIGN
Tuesday, January 15
Treetop Ballroom
.... It's the ONLY
place to be!

Coty Benarroch
Chani Dreyfuss
Avigayil Feld
Hadassa Grossman
Avital Gutfreund
Tamar Hyman
Daniella Katz
Kayla Lefkowitz
Yael Lesnik
Ruth Libson
Chaviva Pam
Adi Prync
Ayelet Siev
Fraidy Thav

Yoseph Baroukh
Yoseph Zundel Dubinsky
Mendel Druin
Ephraim Dudovitz
Avos Greenberg
Ezra Kirschenbaum
Yehuda Lehrfield
Aharon Liberman
Yehuda Rubinov
Tzvi Stern

FROM THE OFFICE OF
ADMISSIONS
Dear Parents:
I am writing to let you know that now is
the time to submit applications for your children
who will be new Yeshiva Toras Chaim/Toras
Emes applicants (eg. Nursery, Pre-K...) for the
2013-2014 school year. We are very excited that
we have received many inquiries from families
outside of YTC/TE, but as always we would like to
extend a sibling priority to our current families.
Please contact our office of
admissions (305-947-7779
X310 or hpam@ytcteam.org) to request an
application as soon as possible. In order to
receive priority for siblings, we must receive your
child's application by Monday, January 14, 2013.

LOST AND
FOUND

o

ur lost and
found boxes
are overflowing
with sweatshirts,
jackets, sweaters
and even lunchboxes. We will keep these
items in school until winter vacation, so please
claim your belongings before they are gone.
Since many sweatshirts look alike, please
check the outerwear that your child brings
home from school to make sure it doesn’t have
another child’s name on it.

Thank You,

Mrs. Hadassa Pam
Director of Admissions

SCIENCE NEWS

T

he long awaited chemicals to make “elephant toothpaste” finally arrived! Potassium Iodide is mixed
with dish soap and 30% hydrogen peroxide (not the kind from the drugstore) to create a steady
stream of foam that looks like someone squeezed out toothpaste. For the next two weeks we will be
experimenting with changing variables and observing changes to the outcome.
Many thanks to Fraidy Thav for sharing her new microscope with 5G, and also to the Breier family
for the donation of a bowling ball (it was over 12 lbs. and it sank beautifully!) Mrs. Weisskoff found an 11
lb. ball and, in spite of being almost as heavy as the other ball, it surprisingly floated. Density is the key! If
anyone has an old 12 lb. ball we are still open to donations.
Science posters are due next week. We will be displaying them around the school and also
saving the most magnificent ones for the Science Fair in March.
See pictures on following page.

“ELEPHANT
TOOTHPASTE”

MAZEL TOV
REFUAH SHELAIMA
Leah bas Rochel
Leah bas Freida
Shifra Pua bas Rochel
Mordechai Yehuda ben Esther Rochel
Chaim Berel ben Shoshana

T

o Rabbi and Mrs.
Heshy Riesel and
family on the birth of a
grandson, born to their
son, our alumnus, Yudi
and Elly Riesel.

Binyomin ben Sarah
Yosef ben Rus
Baruch ben Esther

SAVE THE DATE!

Girls Galore Brunch & More
Sunday, January 13

Rochel bas Rivka Leah

10:30-12:30

Ariella Sara bas Elisheva Malka
Yehuda Pinchas ben Asna
Shlomo Meir ben Aviya Nechama
Malka Rivka bas Devorah
Shoshana bas Miriam
Mordechai Yisroel ben Zisa Sara
Chaya Shaina Sara bas Chana Esther
Meir Yitzchok ben Pessel
Rochel Gittel bas Yehudis Ettil
Leah Lilach bas Sara Chana
Peretz ben Gittel
Aryeh Meir ben Aidel Fraidel
Yaakov ben Malka
Miriam bas Itzilah Aida
Rafael Menachem Meir ben Raizel Aidel
Devorah bas Victoria
Naftuli ben Rivka
Dovid ben Golda
Yitzchak ben Taiba
Penina bas Ashira
Batsheva bas Leah

KIDS FOR
KOSHER
FOOD BANK

F

or the month of
January the
specific requests are
macaroni and cheese
boxes, apple juice,
canned fruit, and toiletries such as toothpaste and
toothbrushes. Keep in mind that all the food must
be either OU, Chaf-K, O-K, or Star-K certified,
making it suitable for any family. Thank you for your
continued help. Yasher Koach!

RAISING G.R.E.A.T. CHILDREN
Rabbi Baumann’s Parenting Class
takes place every Tuesday morning,
8:45-9:30 AM, in the Library.
Please join us!
This week’s topic:
Empathic Listening - Part 2

Erev Shabbos Parashas Vayeegash 5773
Dear Parents,
Along with the rest of the American educational community, we are shocked at
the horrific crime and tragic loss of life last Friday in an elementary school in
Connecticut. The senselessness of the act and the circumstances in which it
occurred make it incomprehensible. Our hearts go out to the victims and our
prayers to their families to find healing and solace.
When something of this magnitude occurs, after absorbing the facts and feeling
the pain of fellow human beings, our thoughts turn to the impact such an event
has on our children, and what if, G-d forbid, such a dangerous situation should
arise in our school or community.
Throughout this week, our teachers have kept their eyes and ears open to pick
up any notes of distress or concern on the part of our children. Baruch Hashem,
there was seemingly minimal fallout among the elementary and early childhood
students but where necessary, teachers and Mrs. Marlowe, our school counselor,
responded with appropriate forthrightness and reassurance. If your children are
sharing some distress with you, you do need to listen and respond utilizing the
same guidelines we presented merely a few weeks ago at the height of
Operation Pillar of Defense in Eretz Yisrael, which itself came only two weeks
after Hurricane Sandy.

-continued-
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 Try and keep routines as normal as possible. Children gain security from the
predictability of routine, including attending school
 Parents and adults need to first deal with and assess their own responses to crisis and
stress.
 Be honest with children and share with them as much information as they are
developmentally able to handle
 Limit exposure to television and the news. Images make a deep impact, continuous
exposure can be harmful.
 Listen to the children’s fears and concerns. Listening and really understanding what
the child’s concerns are is more important than simply talking. If it’s not clear what is
underlying the child’s question(s), ask “What made you think of that?”
 Reassure children that Hashem runs the world, and that everything that happens, is
for the best.


Point out that the world is a good place, but that there are people who do bad things.



Reassure them that they are safe, surrounded by loving adults at home and in school
who keep them safe from harm.

Our second responsibility is to take all reasonable precautions to avoid such a
circumstance from arising in our school. I want to reassure you that security
concerns have been a major priority at Toras Emes for the past many years, and the
security of our campus has been greatly enhanced in the recent past.
 Access to our campus is through locked gates. Pass cards, entry codes or buzzing
in by intercom are the only means of access during the school day.
 There are surveillance cameras throughout the campus, monitored in each of the
offices. Our security officer walks the entire campus several times a day to monitor
the entire area.
 Administrators, maintenance, and P.E. personnel are equipped with walkietalkies throughout the day keeping them in contact with each other and the offices.
Any report of suspicious persons or activity is investigated immediately by our
security officer.


We conduct evacuation drills regularly – our response time is excellent.



Written lockdown procedures have been in place for years.
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When it comes to security, there is always more that can be done. We are taking further
measures now, in light of the events, and greater levels of security are built in to the campus
redesign plans, taking place along with the construction of the new classroom building.


Lockdown drills will be conducted periodically

 Lockdown procedures are being enhanced, additional training of staff will take place
shortly and additional locks/hardware are being installed to further secure doors during a
lockdown.


Visual exposure of the boys’ playground will be eliminated through the planting of
bushes along the fences.
Looking ahead to enhancements that the redesigned campus will bring:

 Carpools will take place on campus, greatly reducing exposure to passing cars and
people.
 There will be access to the buildings from one point only. Two layers of security will
separate outsiders from the children. This includes when the children are outside at recess.
(Girls and ECE)


Additional and improved surveillance cameras will be installed.

Parents play a key role in security by cooperating with school procedures to always report
to the office when visiting, by not sending an unknown (to the school) relative, friend or
neighbor to pick up a child without informing the school, following staff instructions during
carpool and parking in designated areas only, when visiting the school.
The safety and security of our children is paramount. Nevertheless, that requires balancing
with the need to create and maintain a joyous, comfortable and beautiful learning and
playing environment for students and staff alike. We appreciate your support, cooperation
and input as we continuously work on enhancing the security of our campus.
May Hashem protect us, our children and our world.
Best wishes for a reassuring, comforting Shabbos,
Rabbi Kalman Baumann

