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WELCOME BACK! 

 

We hope that everyone enjoyed a restful, uplifting  

and inspiring Sukkos break.   

It is a pleasure to see the students back at school  

refreshed from their time away and with renewed  

enthusiasm for learning.   

 May the coming weeks and months of school be  

productive and fruitful for everyone at Toras Emes.  



HASMODA PROJECT 

W e are proud of our many 

students who 

participated in the Sukkos 

Hasmoda Project. Make sure 

your sheets are handed in by 

Monday’s deadline. Thank you 

to the Mann family for their 

generous sponsorship in 

honor of the children and 

teachers of Toras Emes. 

Yasher Kochachem! 

THINK ABOUT INK! 

 

P lease think of Toras 

Emes before 

discarding your used ink 

cartridges.  We are able to 

redeem the cartridges for 

credit toward much needed 

office supplies and would 

appreciate your 

participation in this 

endeavor.  Your used 

cartridges can be turned in to either the 

boys’ or girls’ office.  Thank you! 

MAZEL TOV 

 

T o Rabbi and 

Mrs. Yaakov 

Dreyfuss and 

family on the 

recent Bar 

Mitzvah of their 

son, our alumnus, 

Shmuel Chaim 

and special Mazel 

Tov to proud grandparents Rabbi and 

Mrs. Kalman Baumann.  

 

T o Rabbi and Mrs. Binyomin Luban 

and family on 

the marriage of their 

son Nachmie to 

Shoshana Rockove. 

 

T o Dr. and Mrs. 

Eli Berman and 

family on the 

marriage of their daughter Shani to Ari 

Nissanian. 

AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS 

PROGRAMS 

 

W e are starting 

our after 

school sports 

programs for boys 

and girls.  See 

forms included with 

this newsletter. 

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION 

 

J ust a week left to get all 

those box tops in!  We 

cannot afford to slow down 

now… the October 21 

deadline is just around the 

corner!  Any boxtops still 

lying around the house or 

sitting in your ‘junk drawer’ should be sent in to 

school when we return from vacation.  

 Please remember to continue to collect box 

tops after the deadline.  The collection will continue 

throughout  the year so do not throw away any box 

tops!   



T he need for basic 

food items and other 

daily necessities is 

ongoing.  Those in need 

make an appointment to 

shop, and are not seen by 

any other shopper.  The 

Food Bank depends on 

everyone’s participation to 

help combat hunger in our 

community—one meal, 

one person at a time.  Keep in mind 

that all the food must be either OU, 

Chaf-K, O-K, or Star-K certified, 

making it suitable for any family. 

Thank you for your continued help. 

KIDS FOR KOSHER FOOD BANK 
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REFUAH SHELAIMA 

 

Rochel bas Rivka Leah 

Ariella Sara bas Elisheva Malka 

Yehuda Pinchas ben Asna 

Shlomo Meir ben Aviya Nechama 

Malka Rivka bas Devorah 

W e are looking for mothers 

(or fathers) who can serve 

as a vital link in the chain of 

communication between school 

and home, teachers and 

parents. If you are available to 

act as a liason for your 

child(ren)’s class, please call 

Mrs. Esta Rosenberg at 

305.651.0115.  

CHOOSE CHOSEN  WORDS 

 

A n opportunity for sponsorship of “The 

Chosen Words” is still available and your 

help would be greatly appreciated.  The $360 

sponsorship, in memory, in honor of, or for a 

Refuah Shelaima, will be printed at the bottom of 

each Chosen Words that appears in our weekly 

newsletter for the entire year of 5773.   

 

ATERES ZVI 

 

O ur Tzedaka project 

on behalf of needy 

families in Eretz Yisroel 

continues through Monday, 

October 15.  Tizku 

L’Mitzvos! 





  Erev Shabbos Parashas Bereishis 5773 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

With days, weeks and yes (gasp!) months ahead of predictable, reliable routines of school, studying 

and home, parents have a wonderful opportunity to also help their children learn the art of decision-

making. This somewhat sophisticated skill does not come easily to many, and it would appear the  

earlier one starts in life making decisions, the more correct and on-target those decisions will be. 

 

You may be wondering – what decisions? Children do not get to decide what family to live with, where 

or when to go to school, what the rules are at home or in school.  They are not consulted about curricu-

lum, school hours or policies, major family decisions or financial matters.  Most parents and teachers 

would prefer they have no say about rules, what their homework requirements are, nor what chores 

and responsibilities they are accountable for in school or at home.  

 

A look at this week’s Parsha, however, shows a different approach. In the very creation of man, Hashem 

says: Let Us make man. ” (1:26)  Rashi explains that Hashem was asking the angels, infinitely lesser  

beings than He, for advice, so to speak, about what He was about to do. In effect, Hashem was  

role-modeling seeking advice even from those who are of lesser stature and standing than you.  

Hashem’s decision making prowess was not improved one iota through the angels’ input. Rather, He 

was teaching an important lesson that making a decision is not always limited to the one with the  

greatest judgment, wisdom or experience.  Incorporating others of lesser capabilities is superior to 

deciding on your own, even if you are Hashem Himself! 

 

This includes children!  We have put this into practice in school, through our Responsive Classroom 

approach.  Classroom rules are formulated with student input, directed and guided by the teacher. 

The end result is the children get experience in thinking about and prioritizing what rules will help 

them best accomplish their and their classmates and teacher’s goals.  

 

This works at home as well. We don’t allow young children to decide what their bedtime should be, 

but we do give them the choice of what bedtime routine should be.  We decide what responsibilities 

children may have, such as cleaning their room, placing dirty laundry in a hamper, but the children 

can decide (subject to your approval) when and exactly how those tasks will be performed.  Children 

have a responsibility to complete homework, but how, when and where should be decided by the 

child, subject to your agreement, and the child’s demonstrating over time, that he or she can keep  

his/her part of the agreement. 

continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. 

 

Decision making is never for the heat of the moment.  Planning and forethought are necessary, and, 

in a calm moment, you’ll be impressed with the mature thinking your child will display. Given the 

opportunity, your child will pleasantly surprise you with his or her willingness to demonstrate a  

responsible, motivated approach to doing what needs to be done.  When a child feels coerced into 

doing something, he or she will resist. When the need to do something is due to a decision the 

child made, there will be much more cooperation and willingness to do the task.  

 

Giving children decision making power helps them learn responsibility for their actions,  

accountability for their agreements and how to make a measured, productive decision.  It adds up 

to good Chinuch! 

 

 Have a decidedly wonderful Shabbos, 

 

Rabbi Kalman Baumann 



 

                                                         October 12, 2012 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

When school resumes after the September/October Yom Tov days, our children are 

given a gift.  They have a brand new chance to approach their school lives with a 

positive outlook, with organization, with curiosity, and with a desire to do the best 

they can as they address the academic challenges and requirements at Toras Emes. 

You, as parents, are a vital factor in helping your children establish this productive 

approach to school.  It begins with good nourishment, sufficient sleep, and extends 

to daily communication about the day’s highlights, providing a clean, quiet place for 

homework, looking at completed homework and reacting properly, and ultimately, 

requiring a few minutes each night for reading together or independently. 

I guarantee that you will be most satisfied with the outcome of your efforts. Children 

thrive on routine and fare most successfully when they feel supported and 

empowered to achieve.  While free time should certainly be included in the after-

school hours, the importance of creating a reliable and anticipated system for being 

a successful student is of paramount importance. Help your most precious 

possessions, your children, become confident and productive members of the Toras 

Emes community and of Klal Yisroel. They will forever appreciate and benefit from 

your efforts. 

I look forward to a rewarding and gratifying 2012-2013 school year. 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Deborah Lerer 

Dr. Deborah Lerer 

Secular Studies Principal  












