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TEAM Spirit
STAR STUDENTS

פרשת וישלח
CANDLE LIGHTING
5:11 pm

Gavriel Aminov – S.S.
Avraham Brass – S.S.
Avi Cohen – S.S.
Zachary Dennis – T.S.
Yehuda Gassner – T.S.
Avos Greenberg – T.S.
Daniel Heiney – S.S.
Mendy Itzkowitz – S.S.
Dovid Kaplan – T.S.
Gershon Maya-T.S.
Yehuda Ohana – T.S.
Joey Tokayer
Isaac Zafrani – S.S.

Shira Adar – T.S.
Shirel Bendahan – T.S.
Sarah Leah Buzaglo – T.S.
Fayge Deutsch – T.S.
Raizy Dudovitz – S.S.
Shira Feldman – T.S.
Sonia Ginsburg – S.S.
Cila Ginsparg – S.S.
Tamar Hyman – T.S.
Rebecca Katz – S.S.
Batel Levi – S.S.
Adina Schwartz – S.S.
Abigail Shapiro – S.S.

TEAM PLAYERS
27TH ANNUAL DINNER &
JOURNAL CAMPAIGN
INVITATIONS ARE IN
THE MAIL!! Be on the lookout for
yours, and make your reservations as
soon as possible. We thank those of
you who have sent in your ads
already. KEEP THEM COMING!
And don't forget your family and
friends as well. Please see the
attached flyer for an update and plan
to join us for the dinner on
Sunday, January 8th!

Yoseph Baroukh
Simcha Bistritz
Simcha Gassner
Avraham Homnick
Yehuda Ohana
Nathan Oropesa
Menachem Oumanski
Binyomin Privalsky
David Sharbani
Shimmy Siev

Shirel Bendahan
Sarah Buzaglo
Adiel Elkayim
Tamar Feldman
Ariella Fellus
Shaindel Goldenberg
Naomi Kalchman
Shoshana Lesnik
Naomi Rubinov
Elisheva Sharfman
Yocheved Sobol
Rivky Stern
Sivan Zaig

READY, SET ....READ!

W

e look forward to seeing you at our Annual
Scholastic Book Fair, which began today and
will run through Thursday, December 15—just in time
for Chanukah!
This year’s Fair will give you and your
children the opportunity to select a wonderful,
expanded assortment of quality Scholastic books for
children and adults.
We are still in need of volunteers to help
during bookstore hours to assist the children in
making their selections, as well as helping with check
out. The Fair will be open Monday-Thursday from 9
AM – 4:00 PM.
We would appreciate it if you could find a
few hours to help us make this event exciting for our
children and beneficial to our school.
For more information and to volunteer, please
contact Mrs. Racheli Grossman at 305.651.6541 and
see attached flyers. An e-mail was sent out regarding
online ordering which is available for the first time
this year. To access, go to:
http://www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs/295526
Disclaimer: There are titles available that do not meet
Toras Emes standards. Parental discretion is
necessary.

MISHNAYOS KICK-OFF
BRUNCH

W

e are eagerly anticipating our Kick-off
brunch for the Limud Mishnayos program
which will take place this Sunday at Yeshiva
Toras Chaim. All boys in grades 3-5, and their
fathers (and grandfathers) are invited to join us
for a special morning of Learning, Ruach and
Brunch.
$18 per family, sponsorships welcome at $36.
Our thanks to HLS Consulting and the
Liberman family for their generous donation to
help underwrite this event.

YEDIOS HATORAH 5772
CHEVRA KADISHA CLASS

A

training class for current and prospective
members of the Chevra Kadisha, in the
basics of the performance of a Tahara, will take
place this Monday evening, December 12. The
class will be held at 8:15 PM at Levitt Weinstein
Memorial Chapels, 18840 West Dixie Highway.
This class is open to the community and
we encourage you to bring a friend! Please see
attached flyer.

O

ur students
are
diligently studying
their Chodesh
Kislev packets as
they prepare for
their second
testing date
coming soon.
Yasher Koach!

MAZEL TOV

T
T

o Mr. and Mrs. Rami Zvida and family on
the birth of a daughter.

o Mr. and Mrs.
Nisan Tzur and Mr.
and Mrs. Akiva
Goldsmith and family on
the birth of a
granddaughter and
daughter (respectively).

REFUAH SHELAIMA
Ruchama Aliza Sara Chana bas Esther Liba
Bracha Elka bas Maryasha Rivka
Zev Meir ben Yael Sara
Rivka bas Sarah Raizel
Yosef Simcha ben Zaka Basya
Yehuda Pinchas ben Osna
Leah Golda bas Esther Frimet
Ephraim Yankel ben Gnesha
Yosef Shalom ben Chaya Musha
(Rav Eliyashiv, Shlita)

T

o Mr. and Mrs. Yossi Kanoff and family on the
birth of a daughter.

T

o Rabbi and Mrs.
Yehuda Alber and
family on the birth
of a son.

CHANUKAH GIFTS FOR
TEACHERS

T

hank you to
all of the
parents who have
responded so
quickly to our
Chanukah gifts for
teachers program.
This is a great
opportunity for you to express your Hakoras HaTov
to those teachers who guide your children
throughout the year.
If you have not already done so, please
send in cash (preferably) or a check made payable
to TEAM Parents Association this week. A form is
attached for your convenience.

Asher ben Gittel
Chaim Zev ben Faiga Toiba
Hadassah Leah bas Shoshana
Tzvi Zelig ben Chasa Rochel
Yitzchak ben Blima
Chava bas Sara

PARSHA WITH THE
PRINCIPAL
Rabbi Baumann’s weekly Parashas
HaShavua class takes place every
Thursday, 8:45-9:30 am, in the main
office. All are welcome to attend.

Erev Shabbos Parashas Vayishlach 5772

Dear Parents,
People are frequently asking what characteristic can make the difference between functional,
successful, happy families and those that fall short in one or more of those areas. Some point to
large families as a source of dysfunction and unhappiness – we all know numerous examples
where that is not the reality. Others will lay blame for failed families on both parents working fulltime out of the house. That may explain some cases, but it is simply not true in others. Singleparent homes get more than their share of blame – but again, many healthy, happy children have
emerged from that challenging circumstance. Is there, then something we can point to that will
be a reliable predictor of success or failure?
I believe the answer lies in an insight of Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (32:8) on this week’s
Parsha. In connection with the impending encounter between Yaakov and Esav, Rav Hirsch
points out that one of the numerous differences in world view between Yaakov and Esav
concerns what is the core role that a person is to play in his lifetime - is it his or her family role or
his or her public role. Esav, who approached surrounded by his legions of soldiers, represents
the glitter and greatness of political power. His life, ambitions and focus are in the public realm.
Family, if any, is a means and a platform upon which to build the public persona. Yaakov on the
other hand, approaching with his loving family surrounding him, represents the happiness and
fulfillment of family life. Social, political power and organization have importance only as a
means to ensuring the fulfillment of life as a human, which is lived primarily within the family unit.
We have found our predictor in a straightforward, direct and simple fashion. What differentiates
between families has almost nothing to do with the various external trappings. Money, family
size, available time and intelligence are all either assets or liabilities, but they are one of many
means to an end. What matters most is whether the family follows an Esav or Yaakov approach.
Is family merely a means to an end, and does it receive little focus because it’s not part of a
person’s core existence? If focus is lacking, every member of the family will come to realize
there’s something missing in this family; the family and its values can’t be that important. The
road to dysfunction and failure is short and almost inevitable. This Esav-type approach may
produce people who appear to be successful in the public realm, but family life will be disastrous.

2.
On the other hand, if everything revolves around the family, and job and public
persona are a means to providing a healthy, wholesome and sustainable environment
for family, then children become the focus and their needs and their issues form the
central agenda for the parents. Challenges that may come from a depressed
economic situation, limitations of space or time are hurdles to be overcome, not
obstacles to success. By focusing on the children and each other, parents notice
problems before they become unmanageable, know just how to bring a smile to each
little one’s lips, look for and find little things to bring joy to their children and spend time
and effort thinking about, analyzing and seeking advice as to how best help their
children. They sit at their Shabbos table engaging and enjoying their children, so it
becomes the high point of their week.
This is the way of Yaakov, this is the heritage of the Jewish People, and this is our key
to a wholesome, happy family. Be a focused parent, and your children will thrive on
the attention, care, insight and love that will constantly come their way. This is not only
to bring you Nachas – this is the ultimate fulfillment of your existence on this earth.
And as in all areas of life, pray for help and guidance from the Ribbono Shel Olam, our
Father in Heaven who attends to our needs and showers us with love.

Best wishes for a family-focused Shabbos,

Rabbi Kalman Baumann
Principal

