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TEAM Spirit
פרשת ויגש
CANDLE LIGHTING
5:21 pm

JANUARY 1—REGULAR SUNDAY SESSIONS.
JANUARY 2—LEGAL HOLIDAY—CLASSES 9:00-12:00. NO ECE.

27TH ANNUAL DINNER & JOURNAL CAMPAIGN
Baruch Hashem, we have been flooded with last-minute ads and have
extended the deadline to MONDAY, JANUARY 2nd.
Please see the attached Journal Update for the latest campaign news
and be sure that YOUR NAME is on the list!
While you're at it, please make your dinner reservations today!!
Sunday, January 8th...Treetop Ballroom.... It's the ONLY place to be!

CHANUKAH CONCERT AND
SEVIVON SPECTACULAR!

W

ednesday was an exciting day at Toras
Emes as we celebrated the eighth day
of Chanukah with an incredible concert
performance and spinning Sevivon contest.
Our thanks to Mr. Shlomo Stauber and
Azamra Orchestra for their time and
tremendous talent as they entertained the
students with a rousing medley of Chanukah
songs. The spirit and dancing were fantastic!
The students all enjoyed the
opportunity to try their hand at spinning the
dreidels and eating the fruits of their labors
(jelly beans!)

TEAM TEACHERS THANK YOU

T

EAM teachers and staff gratefully acknowledge
all the parents who so generously participated
in the Chanukah Gifts for Teachers Program. Due
to your participation in this project, we were able to
show true Hakaros HaTov to our hard working
Toras Emes staff and bestow each and every
member of our staff with a worthy gift.
The TEAM Staff extends a very special thank
you to the Parents’ Association for providing our
most deserving teachers with a beautiful and
delectable Chanukah Luncheon on Wednesday.
Our gratitude and heartfelt thanks go to Mrs. Esta
Rosenberg and Mrs. Esther Entin for organizing and
setting up the fabulous luncheon.

What a great way to end our
Chanukah celebrations for 5772. Can’t wait till
next year! (See photos)

YEDIOS
HATORAH
5772

PLEASE NOTE:
ASARA B’TEVES—JANUARY 5
Regular sessions. No Mishmar.

O

ur students are
excited to be
moving on to the third
information packet very
soon. We are so proud of the tremendous job the
students are doing to increase their Torah
knowledge!

REFUAH SHELAIMA

NICHUM AVEILIM

Ruchama Aliza Sara Chana bas Esther Liba

o Mrs. Jennifer Lehrfield and family on the loss
of her father. She is at home on Motzei
Shabbos—1310 Northeast 173 Street. Shiva ends
Sunday morning.

Bracha Elka bas Maryasha Rivka
Zev Meir ben Yael Sara

T

Rivka bas Sarah Raizel
Yosef Simcha ben Zaka Basya
Yehuda Pinchas ben Osna
Leah Golda bas Esther Frimet
Ephraim Yankel ben Gnesha
Yosef Shalom ben Chaya Musha
(Rav Eliyashiv, Shlita)
Asher ben Gittel
Chaim Zev ben Faiga Toiba
Hadassah Leah bas Shoshana
Tzvi Zelig ben Chasa Rochel
Yitzchak ben Blima
Chava bas Sara
Shayna Ra’achel bas Chaya Bryna

A.M. CARPOOL UPDATE

B

e advised:
If you are
dropping off
ECE children,
school
personnel are
available to
take children
from your car in the first five spots in the carpool
line (3 past, and 2 before, the crosswalk). When
approaching—pull up as far as you can (without
blocking the crosswalk). When dropping off, always
pull over close to the edge of the street. Thank
you.

CHOOSE CHOSEN WORDS!

A

n opportunity for sponsorship of “The
Chosen Words” is still available and your
help would be greatly appreciated. The $360
sponsorship, in memory, in honor of, or for a
Refuah Shelaima, will be printed at the bottom of
each Chosen Words that appears in our weekly
newsletter for the entire year of 5772.

PARSHA WITH THE PRINCIPAL
Rabbi Baumann’s weekly Parashas
HaShavua class takes place every
Thursday, 8:45-9:30 am,
in the main office.
All are welcome to attend.

LASHON HATOV

O

ur Lashon Hatov board is complete!! For the past four weeks, 5B has been working on Lashon
Hatov—improving the way we speak to, and about, each other. The boys have been submitting
many great reports about each other and have completed an entire bulletin board with well over 300
reports!! The boys will celebrate their great accomplishment with a trip next week. More details to follow.

Erev Shabbos Parashas Vayeegash 5772
Dear Parents,
One of the most complex and tricky tasks a parent faces is helping his child form positive,
productive friendships with peers. Step number one, obviously, is to place the child in an
environment where the types of friends you would like him or her to have are in the greatest
abundance. To achieve this, parents move from one city or neighborhood to another, choose
schools and camps on the basis of it, and may pick a particular shul or minyan because of it.
They’ll decide what homes their child may visit and under what circumstances, and who may
be invited into their home for a play date.
That’s the easy part. Teaching one’s child how to be discerning on their own when
interacting with others in school, shul or camp without hovering and dictating to the child who
they can or cannot be friends with is a tightrope every parent needs to walk. It may be
necessary and appropriate every once in a very rare while to confront your child directly and
let him or her know that you do not approve of a certain friend. Make it a habit, however, and
you’re inviting rebellion. If a child can’t operate somewhat independently in his or her own
social universe, what do they have going for them?
Truly helping your child requires an ongoing series of mini-lessons, giving tips and pointers
as the opportunities arise on what constitutes a healthy friendship, and what needs to be
avoided, for your child’s own sake. One striking message can be gleaned from this week’s
Parsha. At the very beginning, (44:18) Yehuda tells the viceroy, Yosef, “You are like
Pharaoh.” Rashi explains this is a criticism – just as Pharaoh decrees and does not fulfill, so
too you. The Sifsei Chachomim (quoting the Mizrachi) explains that the royal decrees of Egypt
did not allow a slave to rule. When Pharaoh elevated Yosef, he violated this rule. What
Yehuda was saying in effect, was – you Yosef rely on Pharaoh for your power, but Pharaoh is
dishonest and he’ll betray you like he disobeyed his own rules.
The Rosh HaYeshiva, HaGaon HaRav Alter Chanoch Henoch Leibowitz, zt’l asked what kind of
proof is this of Pharaoh’s dishonesty and potential disloyalty? Pharaoh violated the law to save
his countrymen from starvation, he had no personal agenda. How could Yehuda claim on the
basis of that violation of the law, under those circumstances, that Pharoah would betray Yosef?
The Rosh HaYeshiva answered that Pharaoh, by openly disregarding his own laws (he
apparently took no steps to legalize his actions) demonstrated a blatant disregard for the
truth. Once a person has breached a wall of Emes, truth, he is no longer trustworthy as a
friend.

2.
A student who helps a classmate cheat on a test, or a businessman who enables a
colleague to do something illegal, looks like a good friend who’s demonstrating
concern for his friend. However, in the end, his lack of trustworthiness will cause him
to turn against that same friend. This is a message you can keep reiterating to your
children. A friend with whom rules are broken, adult wishes are disregarded,
promises aren’t kept, secrets are not honored is someone to stay away from.
Encourage your child to hang out with other children to whom being honest is an
important value. Explain how an honest friend is a true friend who can be relied on
to stay a friend.
By seeking out this virtue of Emes in others, and promoting it in your own children,
you will being doing more than helping your own child – you will be fostering unity
among Klal Yisrael and raising the level of morals and ethics in your own family,
community, Klal Yisrael and all mankind.

Best wishes for a truly inspiring and unifying Shabbos,

Rabbi Kalman Baumann
Principal

SEVIVON SPECTACULAR 5772

