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The Parsha vividly 

describes how Haggar 

cried bitter tears on 

behalf of Yishmael, 

who was dying of thirst 

in the desert. Hashem 

responded to her  

tefilos and provided 

son dying. This was a result of Dovid's love and appreciation 

for Torah. This is what made him the great leader and tzaddik 

that he was!     

Additionally, there seems to be another major difference 

between the two situations. Haggar was a wandering mother, a 

truly helpless and destitute individual, with no one to call 

upon for assistance. Dovid, on the other hand, lived in a 

palace with servants and luxuries to his heart's desire. Dovid's 

needs pale in comparison to Haggar's. 

We can see from here the perspective of a true Gadol, and 

how his feelings are guided by the Torah reality. Despite the 

wealth and power Dovid possessed, he still realized that it was 

all part of the temporary laboratory that Hashem provided for 

him during his brief stay on earth, and in reality, he has 

nothing. It's his as long as Hashem wills it to be; therefore, he 

felt like a stranger on the level of Haggar. If Hashem responds 

to her tefilah, then Hashem should equally respond to his! 

If we would learn from Dovid HaMelech the proper 

perspective of our connection to Hashem, the appreciation 

Torah deserves and the true reality of our material 

possessions, it would make our quest of spiritual perfection so 
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water for Yishmael, which led to his 

recuperation. The Medrash explains the 

Pasuk in Tehilim Perek 39, where Dovid 

HaMelech is sick and asks Hashem to 

listen to his tefilos, just like Hashem listened to Haggar's 

tefilah. Dovid says to Hashem, “Just like You responded to 

her tefilos because she was a stranger who has nothing, so too 

I am also a ‘ger and a toshav by You’.” 

Dovid's comparison seems very puzzling for several reasons. 

Firstly, Haggar was experiencing the anguish and pain of a 

mother seeing her child dying! In what way was Dovid's 

situation even close to Haggar’s?! How can he expect the 

same response from Hashem?  It seems that Dovid's inability 

to learn Torah and properly serve Hashem, due to his 

sickness, was as agonizing as a mother's pain upon seeing her 
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 Starting with Mussaf on Shemini Atzeres, we begin 

to say an insertion in the second bracha of Shemoneh Esrei. 

We proclaim, “Mashiv haruach umorid hageshem,”  and we 

say this insertion until Mussaf on the first day of Pesach. 

 If one omits this insertion and did not at least say 

“Morid Hatal”, he must start over again from the beginning of 

Shemoneh Esrei. He is not considered to have forgotten or 

omitted this tefilah until he has begun the third bracha of 

Shemoneh Esrei by saying the first word, Atah. If one remem-

bers that he omitted the insertion after concluding the second 

bracha, and has not yet started the third, he says Mashiv Ha-

ruach Umorid Hageshem and then begins the third bracha. If 

one has not said the concluding part of the second bracha, he 

must insert Mashiv Haruach Umorid Hageshem and then 

Dvar Halacha - Adding Mashiv HaRuach in Shemoneh Esrei by Yehuda Silverman, 10th Grade  

complete the second bracha. If one realizes his mistake after 

saying Vene’eman, he should say the insertion and then re-

sume the second bracha from Vene’eman. 

 If one isn’t sure if he said Mashiv Haruach, then the 

following applies: Within thirty days after Shemini Atzeres, 

he must assume that he did not say it and must follow the pro-

cedure outlined above. This is because saying Mashiv Ha-

ruach only becomes habitual once one has said it ninety 

times, which takes thirty days of prayer to accomplish. If it is 

after the thirty-day period, one can assume that he has said it. 

Some have a custom to practice saying Mashiv Haruach 

Umorid Hageshem ninety times on Shemini Atzeres, so they 

are accustomed to saying it and it will become routine for 

them.  
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The Weekly 

Quiz 

Q: What does a לוי 

never see that a כהן 

and  ישראל would?  

Answers or ideas for future 

questions may be submitted in 

writing to the Spotlight office or 

emailed to Quiz@ytcteam.net. 

The first correct answer 

submitted will be announced in 

the next Spotlight. You need not 

be a student to participate.  

Hatzlochah! 

 Answer to last week's question: 

Q. When does the rarest 

Shemoneh Esrei occur? 

A.  Once every 95 years when it is 

Motzie Shabbos Rosh Chodesh 

Chanuka before December 4th. 

                     

In the absence of Rabbi 

Glazer, our one-of-a-kind 

Rebbi, the students of Y.T.C. 

are now running the Spotlight.  

Baruch Hashem, our first 

edition went out on time and 

we hope to deliver a new and 

exciting Spotlight weekly.  

Only now do we fully 

appreciate the difficulty of 

Rabbi Glazer’s job, publishing 

a weekly Spotlight.  Avidor 

Gerstenfeld, Editor-in-Chief, 

who spearheaded this student-

initiated project, remarked, 

“The Spotlight is truly a great 

opportunity for students to 

take advantage of; it gives us 

the ability to grow in new 

ways.”  The Spotlight that you 

are now reading was student 

written and edited, thanks to     

our dedicated staff and 

v o l u n t e e r     

writers. 

A l t h o u g h 

Rabbi Glazer 

is no longer at 

the Yeshiva, 

he continues to 

give us advice 

from afar.  We 

want to give a public thank 

you to Rabbi Glazer; we 

couldn’t have done it if it 

weren’t for you. 

 

 

 

–The Spotlight Staff of 

2011/2012 

 

Enhancements at Yeshiva - by Zev Sugerman, 11th Grade 

Yeshiva Toras Chaim, Dr. Abe 

Chames High School is well 

into the new and 

e x c i t i n g 
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school year.  

With a new year 

comes new stu-

dents (a record-

breaking 127) 

and an improved 

facility and cam-

pus.  

Avrohom Eliezer 

Friedman, CTO, 

c o m m e n t e d , 

“Over the near 

decade that I’ve 

been here, I’ve 

seen Y.T.C. grow 

exponen t ia l l y; 

faster than you’d 

expect from any 

Yeshiva in the 

world.”  Over the summer, the 

old wing was gutted and com-

pletely redone with new 

floors, walls, ceilings, doors, 

white boards and bulletin 

boards.  Rabbi Winter, one of 

the 12th grade Rabbeim, began 

the initiative of providing the 

school with a pair of pro-

quality basketball hoops, 

which can be enjoyed by the 

students during their breaks.  

The Media Center/Library has 

upgraded its laptops and put a 

new system into place for tak-

ing out library books.  Mr. 

O’Toole, our Media Specialist, 

remarked, “Three years ago, I 

would have never believed 

how far the library would 

come. We have over 1,500 new 

books, with a new catalogue to 

be available over the network 

soon, and 22 students are now 

enrolled in virtual school.”  

The Yeshiva has installed a 

new gate and security system 

as well. 

The Yeshiva has also been 

working on a fully updated   

state-of-the-art kitchen, which 

is now functional. With  grills, 

deep fryers, and especially the 

new toast machine, students 

can enjoy delicious meals 

cooked by Mr. Stahl and, of 

course, his right-hand-man, 

Errol.  The Yeshiva is excited 

to offer a daily lunch program 

to local students, as well as a 

full meal schedule for dormi-

tory residents. Mr. Stahl com-

mented, “In the past, the meals 

program has operated in less 

than ideal conditions.  With 

the completion of our new 

state-of-the-art kitchen, the 

meals program has entered a 

new era, in which better food 

is made easier.”  In the words 

of Rabbi Bergida, Assistant 

Principal, “The renovations in 

Yeshiva are truly benefiting to 

the Kavod HaTorah our 

talmidim deserve.” 


