
DIRECTIONS TO JUNGLE ISLAND 

Jungle Island is located at 1111 Parrot Jungle Trail, off    
I-395 (MacArthur Causeway), between Downtown Miami 
and South Beach.  
 
From I-95 
Take I-395 East (MacArthur Causeway) exit 2D. Cross 
over the bridge and make your first right after the bridge 
onto Parrot Jungle Trail. Follow the road around and 
under the bridge to the parking garage on the left-hand 
side.  
 
From the East (Miami Beach) 
Take I-395 West (MacArthur Causeway), and make the 
first right turn after Palm Island, next to the Miami Yacht 
Club toward Watson Island/Jungle Island. Make the first 
left turn onto Parrot Jungle Trail and the parking garage 

will be on the right-hand side. 

 

We hope everyone will come early and enjoy the 
delightful food and company at the smorgasbord.   
We will daven Maariv at 6:45 and begin the program 
immediately after.  

 

THIS SUNDAY NIGHT! 
 

Yeshiva Toras Chaim 
Toras Emes Academy  

26th Annual Dinner  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2011 

JUNGLE ISLAND 

Guests of Honor 
MR. AND MRS.  

MARCOS & TIFFANY LAPCIUC 

Kesser Shem Tov Award 
MR. AND MRS.  

AARON & RANDY GROFFMAN 
 

LAST MINUTE RESERVATIONS  
CAN BE CALLED IN  

TO THE TORAS CHAIM OFFICE  
AT 305.944.5344. 

   Shifra Braunshweiger 

Tamar Brody 

Naomi Bursztyn 

Raquel Elgavi 

Tamar Feldman 

Atara Laks 

Rivka Lefkowitz 

Avital Nightingale 

Elisheva Sharfman 

Rivka Sheinkopf 

Meital Weisskoff 

Nechama Wulwick 

Friday, January 7, 2011 
Candle Lighting 5:27 PM 
 

 פרשת בא

TEAM PLAYERS 

Shuey Braunshweiger 

Daniel Chattah 

Daniel Danan 

Yehuda Gassner 

Shua Jeger 

Avraham Homnick 

Moshe Kaploun 

Michel Korff 

Elias Mizrahi 

Aryeh Leib Thav 
 
 
 

STAR STUDENTS

Shira Adar – T.S. 

Chana Alber – S.S. 

Yael Aminov – T.S. 

Racheli Bernstein – T.S. 

Gabi Chattah – S.S. 

Leah Corcos – S.S. 

Chani Dreyfuss – S.S. 

Daniella Katz – T.S. 

Tamar Mindick – S.S. 

Yardena Reboh – T.S. 

Lea Riesel – S.S. 

Yael Ungar – S.S. 

Shlomo Alfassy – T.S. 

Reuven Evgi – T.S. 

Moti Froimovich – S.S. 

Mendy Itzkowitz – S.S. 

Binyamin Kanoff – T.S. 

Yehuda Kon – T.S. 

Yehuda Lehrfield – S.S. 

Yenon Moshe Sharaby – S.S. 

Michael Shmueli – T.S. 

Joey Tokayer – S.S. 



PARENTING CLASSES  

 

T he final parenting class in our series takes place this 
Sunday at 10:30AM.  

 
 
 

CALLING ALL MOTHERS & 

GRANDMOTHERS! 

 

P lease make sure to join us next Sunday, January 

16  for an opportunity to bond with your daughters 

at our Mother-Daughter Luncheon in the Toras Emes 

Social Hall.  This exciting event will surely be a 

memorable one for all in attendance. Invitations are on 

the way! 
 
 
 

ASSEMBLIES 

 

T his month’s assemblies, featuring Mrs. Palgon’s fifth 
grade girls and Rabbi Schwartz’s second grade 

boys, were enjoyed by all in attendance on Thursday. 
Both classes educated and entertained their audiences 
with special Tu B’Shevat performances—complete with 
fascinating details of this unique day. Yasher Koach to 
Rabbi Dovid Sharfman and Rabbi Avi Goldman for their 
inspiring Divrei Torah. 

 
 
 

KONEI OLAM 

 

W elcome to the USA!! We began our visit to 

America in Washington D.C.  This is where we 

are starting to learn about Chessed.  Look out for the 

House of Kindness Contest….. 
 

 

STAY IN TOUCH!!!! 

 

I n our constant effort to maintain the most efficient 
communication between school and home, we are 

excited about a new system which allows us to text 
messages to your cellphones.  If you would like to 
receive reminders of timely school events (such as 
official uniform days)  please call the school office with 
the pertinent information.   
 

MAZEL TOV 

 

T o Rabbi and Mrs. 
Yisroel Niman and 

family on the birth of a 
grandson, born to their 
daughter, our alumna, 
S h i f f y  a n d  M o s h e 

Goldberger. 
 
 

T o Mr. and Mrs. David Buzaglo and 
family on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 

our alumnus, Mordechi. 
 

 

 

 

REFUAH SHELAIMA 

 
Ruchama Aliza Sara Chana bas Esther Leba 

Sara Nechama bas Chaya Yehudis 

Moshe ben Miriam 

Shlomo Leib ben Miriam 

Yehuda Pinchas ben Asna 

Yosef ben Allegria 

Tzvi Hersh ben Chana Bayla 

Yaakov Leib ben Feiga 

Baruch Mordechai ben Tessel 

Yocheved bas Tzirel 

Penina bas Ashira 

Tziporah Feiga bas Sima Shaindel 

Shayna Batya bas Sara 
 
 

ONGOING PROGRAMS 
 

Weekly Parsha Class 

Thursday mornings 9:15-10:00AM 

In Rabbi Baumann’s Office (Girls’ Bldg.) 

 

Girls’ JAG 

Tuesday 4-5 PM  for girls in grades 1-3.  

Miss Gruenstein at 786.357.0210 

 

Boys’ After School Sports 

Monday & Thursday, 4-5PM 

Coach Melamed 786.356.8063 

Mr. Harkavy  631.612.7532 



 

5G PLAYS CHESS!!  
“Hmm...where can I move?  That was the thought that floated around the girls in 

5G’s heads as they played chess at recess.  The Westing Game is the novel they are 

reading which inspired them to play chess with their friends.  The girls are in sus-

pense about the ending of the novel, because it is a wonderful  

mystery!  Now everyone has something to look forward to in 5G. 





 

Erev Shabbos Parashas Bo 5771 

    

   Dear Parents -  The following letter, written by Rabbi Baruch Hilsenrath, Headmaster of Magen David  

Yeshiva in Brooklyn, a highly respected educator and colleague, addresses an issue of great importance. 
 

 

Reflections on the Blizzard of 2010 

 

 How we gazed in awe as the storm picked up in intensity, blinded by its ferocious nature and magni-

tude.  Notable was how people reacted. Most stood on the side observing and criticizing. How could leader-

ship allow this to happen? How incompetent, don’t people know how to handle themselves during a time of 

crisis? Yet others, rather than shoveling criticism, actually joined with their neighbors and united to provide 

that extra “push” that enabled those in turmoil to move forward and to arrive at their intended destination. 

Oh, you were thinking about the snowstorm of last week. I was referring to a much more hazardous blizzard 

that has affected our lives and our community. This storm is much more difficult to clean up, and I am in-

tensely concerned about the impact that this ever present “weather” will have upon our children. Allow me to 

explain.  

 

One of the finest attributes of our community was a sense of private dignity and guarded modesty when it 

came to sharing information with the public. Family issues were contained, and if shared, were mentioned in 

whispering conversations of “secrets” not to be retold. Although sharing information concerning others was 

never permitted according to Jewish Law, at least there was a sense of shame if the secret was ever divulged. 

Our community protected itself by retaining the highest standard of discretion and never ever used the writ-

ten word that might disparage others.  

 

This past month, Time Magazine chose as its Person of the Year, Mark Zuckerberg, the 26 year old founder 

of Facebook. Presently, there are 550 million members on Facebook, growing at a rate of 700,000 new mem-

bers a day.  My concern is that we have entered a world where privacy for ourselves and for our children is a 

value that is eroding before our very eyes and that the addictive blizzard of “sharing everything” is upon our 

doorsteps and we do not even see that it has arrived. 

 

 Time Magazine states: 

 But there is another danger, which is that instead of feeling forced to share, we won't be able to stop our-

selves from sharing — that we will willingly, compulsively violate our own privacy. Relationships on Face-

book have a seductive, addictive quality that can erode and even replace real-world relationships. Friend-

ships multiply with gratifying speed, and the emotional stakes stay soothingly low; where there isn't much 

privacy, there can't be much intimacy either. It's like an emotional Ponzi scheme, where you keep putting 

energy in and getting it back tenfold, even though the dividends start to feel a little fake.  
 

 

 

-more- 



-2- 

 

 

The above stated reality leaves our children and ourselves addicted to commenting about everyone and eve-

rything. It is not simply Facebook, but this tendency is reflective of technology in general. We view it as 

progressive to be the first to change our BBM* “status” to share the latest news or the latest gossip. Our 

children BBM or instant message for many more hours than they study or engage in live conversations with 

another human being. One student told me that he has a plastic bag to place his Blackberry in when he takes 

a shower so that he will not miss any messages! Have you found it difficult to have a conversation with any-

one without being rudely interrupted by either your phone or the other person’s latest technological device? 

How does technology affect the quality of: your supper table; a ride in the car with your children; or a con-

versation with your spouse? 

 

I created a word recently that I believe is a partial antidote to our current crisis and the ever present 

“Blizzard of Sharing” which gained in intensity in 2010 and will only get worse in 2011 unless we pause 

and take stock of where we are headed. For you see, whereas most stand on the side and shovel their criti-

cism at whomever and whatever, others reflect and use this energy to create a more positive future for our 

community and for our children. They get into the middle of the traffic of life and offer a much-needed 

“push” with words and actions of comfort and support. 

 

The word I created is “pausitive,” the state of mind of putting life on hold, pausing and asking if my words 

are positively affecting others. It is the 2-second pause before I press the send button to ask myself: “is this 

necessary; am I a role model for my child; or am I in a state where “I can’t help myself from sharing?”  To 

be clear, positive criticism, when delivered sincerely and properly, should be welcomed by any growing 

person or institution. 

 

 Dignity and privacy are core values that we must retain. Hashem paused when He created the world. We 

call this Shabbat, the day of not simply rest, but of reflection. The Rabbis encourage us to bring a little of 

Shabbat into everyday of the week. Let us become a bit “pausitive” in our communica-

tions:  pause, positive and send. 

 

 Please share your thoughts at pausitive@mdyschool.com. I would very much like to form a committee of 

interested parents to join together to develop practical, positive strategies to help us clean up the mess. 

  

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Dr. Baruch Hilsenrath 

 

 

Thank you to Mr. Terry Chemtov for passing along this gem of a letter. 

Good Shabbos to all.  

Looking forward to greeting you at the Yeshiva’s Dinner this Sunday. 

 

 

 

Rabbi Kalman Baumann  

 

 

 

* BBM—BlackBerry Messenger 

mailto:pausitive@mdyschool.com







