Friday, December 24, 2010
Candle Lighting 5:18 PM

פרשר רמרר ר ר רמרר
TEAM PLAYERS

STAR STUDENTS
Ariella Aronov – S.S.
Ellee Benchetrit – S.S.
Tamar Brody – S.S.
Nechama Dennis – T.S.
Tzivia Elias – S.S.
Chana Froimovich - S.S.
Riki Grossbard – S.S.
Malky Koot – S.S.
Esther Pam – T.S.
Aliyah Shapiro – T.S.
Rivka Shemesh – T.S.
Shira Suissa – S.S.

Ezra Bistritz – S.S.
Daniel Chattah – S.S.
Shmueli Feigenbaum – S.S.
Simcha Gassner – T.S.
Yackov Greenberg – T.S.
Moshe Kaploun – T.S.
Moshe Kessler – S.S.
Tzvi Winter – T.S. & S.S.

TWO WEEKS TO GO!
Make your Dinner Reservations Now!

Yeshiva Toras Chaim
Toras Emes Academy

26th Annual Dinner

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2011
JUNGLE ISLAND

Miriam Balgley
Fayge Deutsch
Tamar Feldman
Rebecca Katz
Chaya Koot
Ella Liberman
Tziporah Pam
Hadassah Privalsky
Yasmin Reboh
Chaya Sharfman
Yocheved Sobol
Esti Weinberger

KONEI OLAM

W

e are very excited about the huge success of this
innovative and informative program, now in it’s
third month. The students are enjoying their “travels”
through the various countries and are gaining
tremendously from the midos being enforced throughout
the trip. The cost of bringing this worthwhile program to
the students is $750. If you are able to assist with
sponsorship, please contact Rabbi Baumann. Tizku
L’Mitzvos!

Guests of Honor

MR. AND MRS.
MARCOS & TIFFANY LAPCIUC

Kesser Shem Tov Award
MR. AND MRS.
AARON & RANDY GROFFMAN
ytcteam.org/dinner
Journal Ad Deadline this Thursday,
December 30!

Ezra Bistritz
Simcha Gassner
Moshe Glazer
Yechiel Goldman
Josh Hopen
Michel Korff
Yosef Nemani
Yakov Schwab
Mordechai Shapiro
Elisha Steinberger

TV CONTROL
ACTIVITIES

O

ur T.V. Control
Winners Day will
take place, I”YH, this
Wednesday,
December 29.

There will be a BBQ lunch and special activities for
all children who completed both the Aseres Yimei
Teshuva and Chanukah T.V. Control programs.
Students participating in the event do not need to
bring lunch on Wednesday, nor do they need to
wear school uniform! (Shorts, however, are not
allowed and all clothes must conform to Toras Emes’
standards of Tznius.) The lists of eligible participants
have already been posted. Check to make sure you’re
on the list if you’re eligible. If you ordered Hot Lunch, it
will be sent home with your child. If anyone is available
to man the BBQ grill from 10:00AM—Noon on
Wednesday, please contact the office. We would
greatly appreciate your help!

REFUAH SHELAIMA
Ruchama Aliza Sara Chana bas Esther Leba
Sara Nechama bas Chaya Yehudis
Moshe ben Miriam
Shlomo Leib ben Miriam
Yehuda Pinchas ben Asna
Yehoshua ben Chaya
Yosef ben Allegria
Tzvi Hersh ben Chana Bayla
Yaakov Leib ben Feiga
Yocheved bas Tzirel
Penina bas Ashira
Tziporah Feiga bas Sima Shaindel

LOST AND FOUND

REGISTRATION 2011-12

I

n anticipation of registration for the next school year,
which will open shortly after the winter vacation, and
in view of the fact that many classes remain at capacity
enrollment, it is important to bear in mind the school
policy that has been in place for several years:
Registration cannot be completed until all
fees are paid and the give or get requirement for
2010-11 is fulfilled. Space in the class can be
assured only to those families who complete
registration and are current with all tuition and fees
for this current school year.

O

ur lost and found boxes are overflowing with
sweaters and jackets that you surely must be
missing in this cold weather. We have made an effort to
return all items that were labeled to their rightful owners,
however, many items remain. Please remember to
label your children’s outerwear and lunch boxes
before they are sent in to school.

ONGOING PROGRAMS
Weekly Parsha Class
Thursday mornings 9:15-10:00AM
In Rabbi Baumann’s Office (Girls’ Bldg.)
Homework Club
Monday-Thursday 4-5PM
Miss Rottman tobirottman@gmail.com

NICHUM AVEILIM

T

o Mrs. Ellen Balgley and family on the loss of her
mother.

Girls’ JAG
Tuesday 4-5 PM for girls in grades 1-3.
Miss Gruenstein at 786.357.0210
Boys’ After School Sports
Monday & Thursday, 4-5PM
Coach Melamed 786.356.8063
Mr. Harkavy 631.612.7532

4G SIYUM

M

rs. Fried’s fourth grade girls celebrated their completion of Parshas Vayeishev with a grand Siyum on Thursday. First,
they were treated to a thought-provoking story by Mrs. Chana Rochel Stern, who had the entire class spellbound as she
dramatized the long lasting efforts of bullying. Next, the girls worked carefully with colored tiles to create mosaic B’Samim
boxes. The girls were challenged to find the connection between the project and the parsha. They worked as they sipped
Slurpees. After this Siyum, they can’t wait to finish Parshas Miketz!

Erev Shabbos Parashas Shemos 5771
Dear Parents,
When our children are very young, we teach them to say “thank you.” Sometimes we are left holding our breath,
hoping they‟ll remember those magic words when they receive a gift or after being served a meal. We hope they
will incorporate the good manners into their way of speech and action.
The words of “thanks”, “much appreciated” and the like are certainly first steps, to build upon in being polite and
well-mannered. Translating „mere‟ words into the Midah of gratitude requires training, and so much more. We
can gain a glimpse into the depth and profundity of gratitude – Hakoras HaTov, from this week‟s Parsha.
Miriam waited, hidden among the reeds along the river, to see what would be the fate of her baby brother, Moshe,
floating in a basket. The Gemara in Maseches Sota 9b tells us that 80 years later, when Miriam was afflicted
with Tzoraas (a form of leprosy), the entire Jewish People were delayed in their journey through the desert to
Eretz Yisrael, all progress was halted while they waited the week it took for Miriam to be purified from her affliction. The Gemara lets us know that this was because of Miriam‟s waiting on behalf of her brother, and she was
rewarded in kind.
The questions are many; who wouldn‟t wait for a sibling, when he was in mortal danger, Miriam waited perhaps
20 – 30 minutes, and the reward was 168 hours – one week. Miriam was one person and Klal Yisrael was 3 million people, Miriam was seemingly not held back from accomplishing a different task, but the Klal Yisrael was on
its journey with destiny, yearning to reach Eretz Yisrael as quickly as possible. How does it make sense to suggest that the wait of an entire week by the entire nation postponing its travel to the Holy Land was connected to
the short wait for the helpless, infant brother of Miriam?
The insight gleaned from here by several Mefarshim, commentators, is that we don‟t have a proper appreciation
for the obligation to show gratitude. When someone does something for you, that‟s `huge‟! We should never
take for granted a favor done to us, a kind word or positive consideration sent our way. The slightest act of Chesed and sensitivity creates an obligation for us to feel and show gratitude. If Klal Yisrael’s waiting for Miriam
was out of gratitude for her small act of Chesed towards a helpless family member, then we clearly have to work
on improving our Midah of gratitude.
What an important lesson to impart to our children! Hakoras Hatov is one of the fundamentals of a mensch –
learning to appreciate what others do for us. By truly appreciating others‟ efforts, every little effort, (and unlike
Miriam, even efforts that don‟t bear fruit) and not falling prey to the “Ess Kumt Mir”, “everything‟s coming to
me”, the entitlement philosophy, our children will gain a deeper and more meaningful appreciation for others, for
their parents, and ultimately for Hashem. Appreciating what Hashem does for us every moment will help our
children achieve a greater appreciation for the gift of life, for the joy of living, for Hashem’s tremendous love for
us. It will help them become more selfless people, able to give and to be drawn closer to Hashem. And ultimately it will make them happier people too.
Best wishes for an appreciative and joyous Shabbos,

Rabbi Kalman Baumann

