Friday, December 17, 2010
Candle Lighting 5:14 PM
Fast of Asara B’Teves ends with Kiddush
(after 6:10 PM)

פרשר רירר רר ררר
TEAM PLAYERS

STAR STUDENTS
Chana Alber – T.S.
Ariella Aronov – T.S.
Miriam Balgely – S.S.
Pnina Bergida – S.S.
Sarah Buzaglo – S.S.
Yafit Cohen – S.S.
Adiel Elkayam – T.S.
Aliza Feldman – S.S.
Leah Lind – T.S.
Esty Newman – T.S.
Batia Segal – T.S.
Yocheved Sobol—S.S.

Eitan Aronov – T.S.
Ephraim Berkowitz – T.S.
Zevi Bistritz – S.S.
Daniel Chattah – S.S.
Rafi Haimov
Avraham Homnick – S.S.
Moshe Kaploun – S.S.
Yonatan Klecky – T.S.
Yosef Steinberg – S.S.
Efrem Wasserman – T.S.
Hillel Weinberger – T.S.

COMING SOON!

Yeshiva Toras Chaim
Toras Emes Academy

26th Annual Dinner

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2011
JUNGLE ISLAND

Avia Bennett
Sarah Buzaglo
Sarah Cohen
Leah Corcos
Raquel Elgavi
Lea Riesel
Penina Rosenbaum
Rivka Sapirman
Esti Schwartz
Batia Segal
Shira Suissa
Alysa Suissa

Shlomo Alfassy
David Bisker
Simcha Bistritz
Shalom Deutsch
Ephraim Dudovitz
Yonatan El-Gad
Yehuda Gassner
Uriel Heiney
Netanel Hendel
Michael Shmueli

PARENTING CLASSES

T

he next parenting class is taking place at Toras
Emes from 10:30-Noon this Sunday, Dec. 19. Mrs.
Marlowe will be joining Rabbi Baumann for this week’s
presentation. The class will begin promptly at 10:40 in the
auditorium and will end by 11:55, in time for elementary
boys’ dismissal. You are asked not to park on 11th
Avenue, to avoid any difficulties at noon.

Guests of Honor

MR. AND MRS.
MARCOS & TIFFANY LAPCIUC

Kesser Shem Tov Award
MR. AND MRS.
AARON & RANDY GROFFMAN

Please see our journal update in this newsletter.

ytcteam.org/dinner

STAYING WARM

W

e appreciate those of you who took the time and
thought to either e-mail or stop by and discuss with
Rabbi Baumann the issues raised about sweaters and
sweatshirts. The overwhelming sense conveyed was
that of a practical challenge in obtaining the correct
sweater wear, and not any philosophical disagreement.

We are pleased to announce that our uniform
supplier, Clothes ‘N Bows, is now fully stocked with navy
and hunter green sweatshirts in all sizes. They are
available for purchase at a discounted price of $12.84
(including 7% sales tax). To make things even easier,
attached to this newsletter is an order form which must
be returned to the office (with payment) by Friday,
December 24. We will be happy to place the order and
deliver it to your child to bring home.
In discussing dressing warmly, we want to point
out that if the children wear layers of clothing, the
undergarment’s color must be the same as the shirt or
blouse (unless it is completely not visible).

MISHNAYOS
PROGRAM

W

e have completed the first
month of our extra
curricular Limud Mishnayos
Program and we are very proud
of the enthusiastic participation
displayed by the boys in grades
3-5. Please encourage your sons to continue learning.
For those who have yet to join us - it is never too late to
participate!

CLASS PICTURES
KONEI OLAM

T

his week we learned a great lesson about patience
and order and how important it is to have them in
class. Some of the classes enjoyed cutting out and
coloring small hands to help us remember to raise our
hands in class. Next week we're off to Toronto!!

TV CONTROL ACTIVITIES

W

ednesday,
December 29 is
the date for our TV
Control activities and
BBQ! Those students
who completed both
the Aseres Yemei
Teshuva and
Chanukah programs will be invited to participate.
Participating students will not be required to wear
uniforms on that day. More details will be forthcoming.

T

his past Wednesday the
halls were filled with smiles
as the students were
photographed for their
individual pictures. This
Tuesday is make-up day for
those students who were
absent and we will be taking class and school pictures
as well. Therefore, Tuesday is official uniform day
for all Elementary students. This includes white knee
socks (or white tights) for the girls.

REFUAH SHELAIMA
Ruchama Aliza Sara Chana bas Esther Leba
Sara Nechama bas Chaya Yehudis
Moshe ben Miriam
Shlomo Leib ben Miriam
Yehuda Pinchas ben Asna
Yehoshua ben Chaya
Yosef ben Allegria
Tzvi Hersh ben Chana Bayla
Yaakov Leib ben Feiga
Yocheved bas Tzirel
Penina bas Ashira
Tziporah Feiga bas Sima Shaindel

MAZEL TOV
To Rabbi and Mrs. Mordechai
Fried and family on the
forthcoming marriage of their
daughter Chana to Yehuda
Weingarden
To Miss Leah Benson (our all
around helper/substitute
extraordinaire!) and family on
her forthcoming marriage to
our alumnus Shalom Kirat.

LOST AND FOUND

N

ow is a great time for you to claim your belongings
from our overflowing lost and found boxes. We
have made an effort to return all items that were labeled
to their rightful owners, however, many sweaters,
jackets, and lunchboxes remain. Please remember to
label your children’s outerwear and lunch boxes
before they are sent in to school.

ONGOING PROGRAMS
Homework Club
Monday-Thursday 4-5PM
Miss Rottman tobirottman@gmail.com
Girls’ JAG
Tuesday 4-5 PM for girls in grades 1-3.
Miss Gruenstein at 786.357.0210
Boys’ After School Sports
Monday & Thursday, 4-5PM
Coach Melamed 786.356.8063
Mr. Harkavy 631.612.7532

IN THE SPOTLIGHT WITH…
A VERY FASCINATING GUEST

W

e all enjoyed a very informative
visit from Mrs. Chava Willig
Levy on Wednesday. Mrs. Levy, an
author, spoke to the students about
her love of writing.
She also
discussed how she gets around via
wheelchair — a special need which
resulted from a childhood illness. Mrs.
Levy made the children aware of the
fact that a disability is not what
defines a person, rather, it is just one
component of someone’s life. She
sensitized the children to the barriers and challenges
often faced by people with disabilities.

Erev Shabbos Parashas Vayechi 5771

Dear Parents,
Our students and staff were privileged this week to hear from Mrs. Chava Willig Levy, a prolific writer, who is
well known in Orthodox circles for her accomplishments in life. Her main objective in speaking to our children
was to convey her feeling that on the list of important things to know about her, being confined to a wheelchair as
a result of childhood polio is `only number four’. (Ask your child what numbers 1,2 and 3 are.) She stated that
she is a happy person, but that living with a disability is hard. For those of us who don’t live with a significant
disability, we can’t begin to fathom what HARD means. Nevertheless, the disability, the hardness can be a stepping stone to greatness. We and especially our children can learn so much from her statement and attitude.
Too many people misinterpret “hard” as “bad.” Nothing could be further from the truth. Those for whom everything is easy turn out to be the least motivated, least sensitive and least accomplished of all. Our children need to
be encouraged to do things that are hard, and not to avoid things that are hard. We learn in Tanach that Adam
L’Amal Yulad (Iyov 5:7)– a person is fulfilled by hard work, by meeting challenges and by stretching him or herself beyond current limitations (see Malbim).
It is most fitting that in this and next week’s Parshiyos, we are introduced to two individuals with disabilities,
who play pivotal roles in our people’s history. Chushim ben Dan, a deaf grandson of Yaakov Avinu, who took decisive action to maintain the dignity of Yaakov at his funeral (Sotah 13a), and of course, Moshe Rabbeinu, who
was the greatest leader the Jewish People and the world has ever seen, despite a speech disability.
If we were to examine closely everyone’s strengths and weaknesses, we would find that without exception, everyone has a disability, an area of relative weakness that is significantly below the average range of people. What
makes one weakness a life changing disability and another weakness an inconvenience of far less significance? It
seems safe to say that peoples’ attitudes and expectations are the greatest factor in that determination. Some disabilities make life very hard – but one’s attitude is crucial in determining his or her own happiness and satisfaction, and that is definitely within the person’s control, while the disability itself is not.
Our children need this lesson every day – their own happiness and outlook on life is not dependent upon external
factors – history is replete with happy people who appeared to have everything stacked against them, while some
of the most miserable people were those born with the proverbial `silver spoon in their mouth’. The attitude we
model for them will be the most important determinant in their developing view of themselves and their situation.
Let us look to worthy role models and accept the challenges Hashem has determined are the exact set of circumstances needed for us to fulfill our role in this world. In this way we can inspire our children to greatness and happiness, no matter what the `hard’ parts of their life are.
Best wishes for a happy, upbeat Shabbos,
Rabbi Kalman Baumann

