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Friday, December 10, 2010
Candle Lighting 5:12 PM

ASARA B’TEVES is this coming Friday.
There are regular classes.
Dismissal at 2:00PM.
ONE MONTH TO GO!!!

Yeshiva Toras Chaim
Toras Emes Academy

26th Annual Dinner

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2011

at

Jungle Island
Treetop Ballroom
Guests ofHonor

IT’S TIME FOR SCHOOL PICTURES!

A

ll elementary and early childhood individual and
class portraits will be taken this week. Girls and
boys are to come in official uniform on Wednesday,
December 15. Proofs and order forms will be sent home
shortly after that. Make-up day is Tuesday, December
21.

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENT

T

his coming Wednesday morning, Mrs. Chava Willig
Levy will visit Toras Emes and speak with the
children about understanding disabilities, challenges
different people face in life and appreciating differences
among people. All the elementary school students will
participate. The program is being generously sponsored
l’ilui nishmas Adina Esther Gittel A”H bas Moshe Dovid
YBLCH”T.

MR. AND MRS.
MARCOS & TIFFANY LAPCIUC

Kesser Shem Tov Award
MR. AND MRS.
AARON & RANDY GROFFMAN
Please see our journal update
later in this newsletter.
For more info:
ytcteam.org/dinner

MAZEL TOV
FIRST GRADE GIRLS!

M

azel Tov to the first grade
girls who celebrated
receiving their first, beautifully
decorated Siddur at a festive party
on Thursday. Special recognition
must be given to Mrs. Rosenbaum for all her efforts and
hard work in preparation for this milestone in the girls’
lives. Yasher Koach to Rabbi Baumann for encouraging
the girls with his inspiring words.

The girls enjoyed a delicious breakfast buffet that
was set up by Mrs. Terry Elkayam and Mrs. Rochel
Kon, and elegantly served by our own Miss Glatt. Our
thanks to Mrs. Miriam Cohen for the beautiful Siddur
cake and Mrs. Naomi Lefkowitz for the delicious
cookies. Mrs. Malka Leah Braunshweiger was so kind
to do the shopping for the party. Thank you to Rabbi
Naftali Lefkowitz for the Mazel Tov signs and Mrs.
Shoshana Jablon for the vegetable dip.
Thank you as well to Mrs. Penina Bernstein and
Mrs. Corinne Feldman for coming in to capture this
wonderful day on video and still photography.
The girls will enjoy using the beautifully crafted
Siddur bookmarks, which were sewn by Mrs. Elinor
Cohen and beautifully calligraphied by Mrs. Rebecca
Lefkowitz. Thank you to Mrs. Chana Shapiro for
dancing with the girls last Thursday in celebration of
their receiving their Siddurim. If you helped, but your
name is inadvertently omitted from the above list, please
consider yourself thanked - with tremendous gratitude
for your outstanding efforts.
Last, but not least, great appreciation is extended to
the first grade girls and their mothers for the time and
energy expended in making such beautiful and creative
Siddur covers. What a happy Chanukah this has been
for the first grade girls!

TEAM TEACHERS THANK YOU

T

EAM teachers
and staff
gratefully
acknowledge all the
parents who so
generously
participated in the Chanukah Gifts for Teachers
Program. Due to your participation in this project, we
were able to show true Hakaros HaTov to our hard
working Toras Emes staff and bestow each and every
member of our staff with a worthy gift. Thank you as well
for the enjoyable and tasty Chanukah Luncheon
sponsored by the Parents’ Association. We are most
grateful to Mrs. Esther Entin, Mrs. Rochel Heiney and
Mrs. Esta Rosenberg for setting up the beautiful and
festive luncheon.

CHANUKAH TOY DRIVE

T

CHANUKAH TV CONTROL

Y

asher Koach to all the
students who participated in
our second TV Control Program
of the year. Please bring your
completed calendars to the office
as soon as possible so that we
can record your participation in
the first two TV Control programs
and save a place for you at our
upcoming BBQ and activities day in January.

KONEI OLAM

W

elcome to Canada! We are starting to learn about
the Midah of Savlanus—Patience.

hanks to the parents who
participated in our
Chanukah Toy Drive, we were
able to distribute presents and
gift cards to many children in
our school and community.
Yasher Koach to Mrs. Rachel
Breier, assisted most ably by Mrs. Malky Gordon, for
their time and effort - which made this project a
success.

MAZEL TOV

T

o Mr. and Mrs. Baruch Sandhaus
and family on the engagement of
their daughter, Shayna to Alex
Strassman.

T

o Mr. and Mrs. Judd Zisquit and
family on the birth of a
grandson, born to their son Justin
and Efrat Zisquit.

HASMODA HAPPENINGS

T

welve girls from 4G saw their Hasmoda efforts
rewarded on Thursday, the last day of Chanukah.
The girls joined the renowned “Mrs. J.” in her art room
and designed and decorated serving spoons. The girls
enjoyed both the technique and the experience of
working with such a creative instructor.

REFUAH SHELAIMA
Ruchama Aliza Sara Chana bas Esther Leba
Sara Nechama bas Chaya Yehudis
Moshe ben Miriam
Shlomo Leib ben Miriam
Yehuda Pinchas ben Asna
Yehoshua ben Chaya
Yosef ben Allegria
Tzvi Hersh ben Chana Bayla
Yaakov Leib ben Feiga
Yocheved bas Tzirel
Sima Avigayil bas Miriam
Penina bas Ashira
Tziporah Feiga bas Sima Shaindel

ONGOING PROGRAMS
Homework Club
Monday-Thursday 4-5PM
Miss Rottman tobirottman@gmail.com
Girls’ JAG
Tuesday 4-5 PM for girls in grades 1-3.
Miss Gruenstein at 786.357.0210
Boys’ After School Sports
New session begins Dec. 13.
Monday & Thursday, 4-5PM
Coach Melamed 786.356.8063
Mr. Harkavy 631.612.7532

PHONATHON

N

ow is the time to fulfill
your give or get
obligation and possibly earn 2
tickets to our Annual Dinner.
The Yeshiva will be
holding its Annual Phone-a-Thon on Monday, December
13, 6:30-9:30PM and Wednesday, December 15, 6:309:30 PM.
The Phone-a-thon will take place at our
Administrative office, 1025 N.E. Miami Gardens Drive. If
you are able to participate, please call Rabbi Askotzky
at the Yeshiva 305.944.5344 or e-mail him at
haskotzky@ytcteam.org.
Participation in this event guarantees some Give/Get
credit.

PLEASE BE
PROMPT!!!

P

lease be advised that on
Mondays through
Thursdays school ends at 4
PM and outdoor carpool
procedures conclude at
4:20. On early Fridays,
dismissal is at 2:00 and carpool ends at 2:20. After 4:20Monday-Thursday and 2:20 on Friday, all administrators and
staff who supervise outdoor carpool return to the office.

In addition to incurring a late fee (see Parent
Handbook), arriving late is inconsiderate to the school
staff. More importantly, it is unfair to your child!
Bear in mind the message your child is receiving when
you are chronically late to pick him/her up and everyone
else has already gone home.

PARENTING CLASSES

T

he next parenting class is taking place at Toras Emes
from 10:30-Noon this Sunday, Dec. 12. The class will
begin promptly at 10:40 in the auditorium and will end by
11:55, in time for elementary boys’ dismissal. You are
asked not to park on 11th Avenue, to avoid any difficulties
at noon.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT WITH...
SECOND GRADE

T

he students of 2B and 2G-R used their math skills
during Chanukah. Each student filled in a bar graph
showing the elapsed time for the last candle burning
each night. Mrs. Saks then helped the classes compute
the class averages. Both classes realized that using oil,
rather than candles, made a huge difference in te
average time burned. Both classes played dreidel with
pennies which helped them understand how much half
is when they landed on a “Hey.” The lights of Chanukah
burned brightly during second grade math.

THIRD GRADE

M

rs. Hirsch’s third grade girls wrote their own
newsletters this week. The following are samples
of their work. Hope I’m not out of a job next week!

SOUNDS OF SILENCE
By Yocheved Sobol, Simcha Leonoff,
and Fraidy Thav

We are learning about the five
senses before we start reading Helen
Keller! First, we wanted to imagine what it
would be like not to see. Then, we sat with
our eyes closed and heads down—it was
amazing! These are some of the things we
heard: heartbeat, giggles, movement,
bracelets dangling, air conditioning,
pencils dropping. It’s sad to know Helen
Keller didn’t hear any of these noises! But
at least Hashem made it that we can hear
and see.

MULTIPLICATION IN 3G
By the entire third grade girls class
3G had an interesting week of learning. Can you
believe we were able to eat our own math? The
math we ate was not any ordinary math. It was multiplication! Learning our facts was easy to do when
we used Cheerios as counters. It was a delicious
lesson.

SPECTACULAR SCRIPT
By Rebecca Balgley, Esty Newman, Naomi
Bursztyn, Atara Laks, Abby Dennis, Chaya
Mushki Greenberg

“Up and around back
around.” That’s how we learn to
write in cursive. We are very
serious about our slant lines. Our
undercurves are very important
too. We are almost finished with
our lowercase letters . Soon we will
be on our uppercase letters and ALL
our writing will be in cursive only.
We will be done in no time.

Erev Shabbos Parashas Vayigash Chanukah 5771
Dear Parents,
This letter is a departure from the usual. I am not teaching or analyzing this week. Rather, I’ve
come to pose a question for you the reader to contemplate, and answer to yourself. This is not
meant as a criticism or to be judgmental. It is, however, an opportunity for you to consider an aspect of many parents’ behavior that has long baffled me.
As Torah observant Jews, we spend hours, days, months and years learning and refining our understanding of the Torah’s requirements of us, and comply with numerous rules, enactments and
decrees as part and parcel of our service of Hashem. On the other hand, having been in a hostile
exile for 2,000 years, our community has of necessity developed a practice of circumventing, ignoring and bending the rules of our host countries, as a means of survival.
Now we come to the conundrum, the perplexing part. When a rule or guideline is put forth by your
children’s school does that fall more into the first category of a Torah enactment, or perhaps in the
second column, a decree by the local hostile government. This question has long piqued my interest, especially when the weather turns cooler, and a large majority of our students come to school
in sweaters, sweatshirts, jackets and other outerwear and innerwear whose color and design is not
in conformity with the widely disseminated school uniform policy.
The question therefore is – why is this so? Perhaps finding a white, navy blue or hunter green
sweater or sweatshirt without a hood is time consuming and bears somewhat of a cost. Perhaps
we just didn’t get around to it. Perhaps, since the rationale behind such a rule is not understood
and not usually explained, it can therefore be ignored.
What I would hope is that each of you give some thought as to what role following rules plays in
your family’s life. Consider what effect it might have on your children’s sensitivity to emes, if their
parents directly or indirectly encourage them to ignore a requirement of the school. Contemplate
whether the fact that the school doesn’t enforce this particular rule with great vigor (we can’t have
a child remove a sweater or jacket on a cold day) encourages you to ignore it. Ponder how ignoring these rules might influence your child’s attitude to other rules, including yours.
This little exercise in self-examination can only help, and if you find yourself in agreement with the
rule-followers, I’ll be delighted. If you find yourself with a different feeling on the subject, I’d be
equally delighted to hear from you and to have the opportunity to engage in a constructive dialogue. I can be reached at kbaumann@ytcteam.net or 305-947-6000.
Best wishes for a warm, cozy Shabbos and a well protected week,

Rabbi Kalman Baumann

MASMIDOS REWARDED!

