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SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF 

               Erev  Shabbos Parashas Emor 5783  

Dear Parents, 

When we achieve great things or R’L suffer significant setbacks, we tend to look at the one major, key factor that caused the turn of events.  If our 
children behave and act in ways that are completely out of bounds 
and against our values, we tend to look for the main catalyst that caused the misbehavior. 
 
We can learn from an incident in this week’s Parsha, that we may be searching in the wrong direction.  
The Parsha concludes with the tragic incident of the individual who, angered at losing a court case, 
cursed Hashem and was punished with death by stoning.  Rashi, quoting various Midrashim, based on the pasuk, traces the source of this terrible sin 
to this individual’s mother, Shlomis bas Divri.  He describes her as a person who was overly talkative, greeting and inquiring about the welfare of men 
and women alike. Her lack of modesty eventually led to her illicit relationship with a Mitzri, that produced this son who cursed Hashem. 
 
The Rosh HaYeshiva, HaGaon Harav Chanoch Henach Leibowitz, zt’l, questions what was so serious about what Shlomis did?  The midrash does not 
say she dressed improperly or acted brazenly.  She was friendly and outgoing.  How did this cause such a disastrous, disgraceful result?  Aren’t we 
supposed to be friendly and interested in the wellbeing of others? 
 
There is a fine line between being friendly and modest to being an uninhibited and obtrusive busybody.  When Shlomis bas Divri crossed this line, she 
unwittingly set in motion the ensuing disaster. It was not some major, dramatic act of impropriety, it was a small, seemingly minor misdeed or 
behavior. 
 
So many parents struggle with children who are prone to test limits, misbehave, disrespect, disregard and ignore their parents’ rules, guidance and 
instructions.  By the time the children reach mid-elementary years they are even harder to handle and parents may struggle to maintain control.  By 

the time they reach the early teenage years, if they lack motivation and inspiration, they can all too easily 
slide into even worse patterns of behavior and get into serious trouble, R’L.  
 
Where did it all start?  May I suggest, from small things when they were young.  When two-year-olds hit their 
parents, when four-year-olds throw garbage on the floor and when six-year-olds totally ignore Ima’s call to 

supper, that should not be ignored.  Discipline does not begin when a child breaks something, hurts someone or says a bad word.  Guiding our 
children needs to begin at a very young age.  We find it hard to do, because we rationalize that these little things can be ignored.  Perhaps, but not for 
long. 
 
To use an analogy from the recent past, the city of New York had a very serious issue with crime in the 1980’s. Entire neighborhoods were in danger 
of falling into the control of criminals and gangs.  To address the issue, a policing approach, known as the Broken-Window Theory was conceived and 
implemented. The thinking behind it was simple.  In an area that looks decrepit and uncared for, as in a neighborhood where broken windows are left 
in disrepair, lawlessness grows and festers very quickly.  By repairing the windows and showing that someone cares and is concerned about the area, 
crime dropped precipitously. 
 
What is the connection between reducing crime and fixing broken windows?  It’s the focus on the small things, 
and attending to them before they become big things.  An immaculately clean room will remain clean while a 
dirty room will only get dirtier. Humans function and behave in relation to their physical and emotional 
environment.  One behaves differently in the White House than in a barn.  A child living in a safe, secure 
environment where there are clear expectations and firm and consistent follow through will behave 
differently than a child growing up in an atmosphere that lacks those conditions. 
 
The key to success in raising children is not in ingenious consequences for misbehavior and not in lavish rewards for good behavior.  The foundation 
to raising well-balanced, wholesome and productive children is rooted in attending to the small fires before they grow. Setting a tone of respectful 
behavior and responsible conduct through not ignoring the small misbehaviors at any age, will go a long way to producing a child who is comfortable 
with routine, rules and authority.  Addressing, correcting, encouraging with love and consistency is key.  Our homes will not turn into battlegrounds, 
if we can only extinguish the sparks before they ignite into painful flare-ups.  Our children will succeed, if we attend to the little things.  
 
Best wishes for a wonderful Shabbos, 
 
 
 
 
Rabbi Kalman Baumann 
Principal 
 

“Rashi … traces the source of this 

terrible sin to this individual’s mother, 

Shlomis bas Divri.” 

“Discipline does not begin when a 

child breaks something….”   

“Humans function and behave in 

relation to their physical and 

emotional environment.”   
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Chaim Shmuel Ben Leah Yocheved 

Binyomin Simcha ben Adina Minya 

Mina Yehudis bas Masuda Marsel 

Nuta Moshe ben Sarah  

Yitzchok Mordechai ben Malka 

HaRav Chesriel Yosef ben Dalish Rivka 

Meir Nachum ben Salhah 

Refael Avraham Meir ben Zelda Baila 

Yisroel Yitzchak ben Chana Gittel 

Chaya Adina Malka bas Chana Gittel 

Reva Braindel bas Miriam 

Chava Devorah bas Chana Malka 

Tinok ben Chaya 

Meir Michoel ben Rivka 

Calendar Reminders 

 

Tuesday, May 9 -  

Lag B’Omer BBQ and Activities 

More Details to follow! 

Regular Classes 

 

Shavuos Break: 

Thursday, May 25 - Friday May 26 

Regular Sunday Classes 

 

Memorial Day - Monday, May 29 -  

Classes 9 AM -12 PM 

5B Jungle Island Adventure! 
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Mastering Mishnayos 

4B-2: Rabbi Amster's talmidim experienced how big and small an  אתרוג can be based on  משנה ז in the 3rd 

perek in Mishnayos Sukkah. The props made the משנה very interactive!  

Orange Juicing 

5B-3: Mrs. Baruch-El’s class juiced oranges one day this week, pretending they were in the 1800’s. It was delicious! 
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Everglades Trip 

3B: The third grade boys enjoyed a trip to The Everglades this week. They went on an adventurous boat ride through the 

Everglades alongside several alligators and got to watch an alligator show! Thank you to our parent chaperones. 
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 Siyum Parshas Chayei Sarah 

Yedios Hatorah 

 2G-3: Mrs. Brecher’s class is working 

on posters for yedios hatorah,       

depicting different themes such as 

shalosh regalim,10 makkos, brachos 

and parshios. 

3G: All the third grade classes celebrated the  ‘wedding’ of Yitzchak and Rivka in  Chai Wok after finishing  

Parshas Chayei Sarah!  



2G-1: Mrs Rosenbaum’s class had a blast jumping in a trampoline park this week 

in celebration of their Siyum!  
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 Celebrating Siyumim! 

5G-1:  Mrs. Palgon’s class finished Parshas Shemos and celebrated with a siyum! Two girls shared a dvar  torah 

with the  class. They then played a creative puzzle game which led to delicious treats when they completed it. 

Mazel tov!  
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Super Science 

3G-1: Mrs. Osina’s class got super creative while practicing measuring liquid volume, mass, and length.  

Learning In The Sun! 

4G-3: Mrs. Ben-Hur’s class enjoyed the nice weather and worked on their composition writing outside. 



Create a World  

of Kindness 

 ~ עולם חסד יבנה ~

Rikki Mann 
Yocheved Kolodny 

Dina Fried 
Evy Saka 

Yahli Ben-Harush 
Rochel Leah Schwartz 

Talia Barouk 
Leah Pomper 

Naomie Cohen 
Norah Hadjaev 

Tehila Taieb 
Lielle Tzur 

Tamar Koriat 
Baila Klugman 
Tehila Joseph 

Shaindy Leizerson 
Talia Junger 

Rachel Goldman 
Lea Yfraimov 

Meira Mazurek 
Avital Friedman 
Tehila Kirzner 
Sorelle Samet 
Tova Alcabes 

Emme Ciment 
Ellie Soskin 

Abby Berkson 
Sarah Miriam Ben-Hur 

Yaffa Serle 
Talia Handler  

 
Raffle Winners 

Dina Fried  
Rochel Leah Schwartz 

Tamar Koriat 

Kindness Club Stars 

Granny’s Hotline: 

863-345-2036 

Evy Saka Yahli Ben Harush Meira Mazurek, Avi-
tal Friedman, Tehilah Kir-

Meira Kolodny & 
Bella Barouk 



2G-1 Ahavas Yisroel Skits 
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NEW!  Pirkei Avos 

A new Pirkei Avos group is  forming for 3rd and         

4th grade girls in NMB! It will take place on             

Shabbos afternoons, immediately after Bnos, from 5:00 

to 5:45 pm, at the Hollander/Friedman house, 1055 NE 

174th Street. Entrance on left side.  Come hear stories 

about our great Tannaim and what advice they left for 

us to follow! 

Lead by Rebbetzin Friedman  
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