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“IT WAS AN ACCIDENT!” 

              Erev Shabbos Parashas Mishpatim Parashas Shekalim 5783  

Dear Parents, 

One awe-inspiring facet of the Torah is the embedding of fundamental life lessons 

into Mitzvos that are apparently unrelated and seemingly have no pertinence to the 

majority of people.  For example, to those unfamiliar, studying about an ox goring a 

cow seems to be of no relevance to their life.   

 

On the contrary, it is precisely a goring ox that can teach us and our children a basic rule for life.  In this week’s Parsha, 

the Torah tells us (Shemos 21:28) that a “goring ox” (one previously determined to be prone to goring – Shor Muad) 

that kills a person is put to death and the flesh of the goring ox that is put to death by stoning (even if it were 

somehow to be properly shechted (slaughtered)) may not be eaten. Rashi explains the Pasuk is also including deriving 

any benefit from the carcass of the perpetrating ox in the prohibition.    

 

What message does such a Halacha convey to us non-agricultural, city-dwelling types?  The Sefer Hachinuch (Mitzvah 

52) explains the rationale behind the Mitzvah is to firmly entrench within our thinking and value system that anyone 

who directly causes something destructive or hurtful to take place is to be considered despicable in the eyes of 

Hashem and people.  This even includes causing something accidentally, as in the case of an ox who has no free will or 

intelligence.  By not allowing any benefit from the ox’s remains, the Torah is 

helping us realize how abhorrent it is to be the cause of harm or damage to 

others. This realization will thereby encourage us to be extremely careful not to 

cause or do anything untoward, or damaging to others through our actions or words. 

 

How often do we hear our children (or ourselves!) brush aside something harmful or hurtful they did with the claim 

that “it was an accident!” or “I didn’t mean it.” They might say “why do they have to be so sensitive,” or “I was just 

kidding,” as if that somehow removes any responsibility on their part for the harm they caused. We need to help our 

children hear the message that willful intent to harm is not the only reason why they must refrain from certain 

behavior.  Claims of “I didn’t do it on purpose” are limited in their effectiveness of absolving them of culpability for 

their inappropriate actions. 

 

The Torah requires a higher sensitivity to the well-being of others and requires each one of us to take extra care to 

sustain our fellow’s well-being and feelings.  When a package says “fragile” on the label, we handle it differently, with 

more care.  Our fellow humans all have the label “fragile” on them and it is our responsibility to convey that message 

to our children, as the Torah sets out the values we are to learn from and live by. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful Shabbos, 

 
 
Rabbi Kalman Baumann 
Principal 
 

“…studying about an ox goring 

a cow seems to be of no 

relevance to their life.”   

“…how abhorrent it is to be the cause 

of harm or damage to others…” 

“Our fellow humans all have 

the label “fragile” on them…” 
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To Rabbi and Mrs. Chaim Shmuel Blinder 

and family on the birth of a girl! Special 

Mazel Tov to the   grandparents, our Rosh 

HaYeshiva, Rabbi and Mrs. Mordechai 

Palgon. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Josh Ehrenreich and   

family on the bar mitzva of their son,             

our alumnus, Coby! 

Please note that this coming 

Monday, there is early dismissal.  

February 20 - Early Dismissal at 1:30 PM 

          Presidents Day 

February  22 - Rosh Chodesh                      

          Official Uniforms required 

Walkathon 

Calendar Reminders 

Chaim Shmuel Ben Leah Yocheved 

Binyomin Simcha ben Adina Minya 

Mina Yehudis bas Masuda Marsel 

Nuta Moshe ben Sarah  

Yitzchok Mordechai ben Malka 

HaRav Chesriel Yosef ben Dalish Rivka 

Please remind your child to bring in the 

money they raised for the walkathon! The 

deadline to bring in the money, in order to 

receive credit, is March 1st.  

Purim Cards 

The PTA has beautiful Purim cards 

available for $2 each or 10 for $18. 

Contact the Girls’ Office 

kes@ytcte.org or  

305-947-6000 ext 400 

Of Yosef Chai 

We will once again be collecting 

Matanos L’evyonim for Aniyei Eretz 

Yisroel. More details this coming 

Purim is almost here!  

In the spirit of Purim, the PTA will be 

sending beautiful Mishloach Manos 

packages to the entire faculty, staff and 

board of Yeshiva Toras Chaim Toras 

Emes. You can easily participate in this 

exciting way to express our hakaras 

hatov by participating in our Mishloach 

Manos campaign. Please click on the 

personalized link you received via 

email to order your Mishloach 

Manos ASAP!   

PTA Mishloach Manos 
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Siyum Celebration 

Rabbi Lichtman’s 2nd grade talmidim celebrated a siyum complete with 

pizza and french fries! They had the zechus of having Rabbi Ephraim 

Shapiro visit the class and share a beautiful message and bracha with 

the boys. Mazel Tov! 

4B Gedolim Trip To Yeshiva 

4B-1 - Rabbi Mann’s talmidim have been learning about gedolim and in culmination of this unit, they went on a special trip to visit  the 

Klurman Campus. Rabbi Kier gave the boys a tour of the building and bais medresh. Our Rosh HaYeshiva, Rabbi Mordechai Palgon 

spoke with the boys and gave them words of encouragement.  
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100th Day Food Bank Trip 

In celebration of their 100th day of school, the first 

grade boys decorated t-shirts with 100 various 

items. Many boys chose candy or chocolate, while 

some chose coins, gems or lego. The boys also 

participated in a meaningful project by collecting 

and donating over 100 cans of food for the JCS 

Kosher Food Bank. Some of the classes visited the 

food bank and delivered their collected goods.  
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Brachos Unit & 100th Day of School 

2G - The second 

grade girls classes 

have been working 

on their brachos 

unit. The made a 

project where they 

gathered all the 

halachos and cre-

ated a beautiful 

folder showcasing 

a brachos guide 

they can all use.  

1G - The first grade girls have been counting the days since the first 

day of school to reach the 100th day and have finally reached the day 

of celebration! The girls dressed up like 100 year old's and all of their 

projects and activities involved the number 100. They had so much fun! 
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The Berry Farm Trip 

 
2G-1 - On Friday, February 3, 

Dr. Eva Hoffman joined Mrs. 

Dennis and Mrs. Jeiger’s 

class to talk about National 

Women’s Physician Day.     

Dr. Hoffman spoke about 

early women in medicine 

including Shifra and Puah,   

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, and 

Virginia Apagar. The girls 

asked excellent questions and 

learned a lot from                

Dr. Hoffman. 

The third grade girls enjoyed a fun trip to The Berry Farm this week. They got to pick fresh strawberries, went on a hay ride, jumped on a balloon floor and played a  

corn box. They had a great time enjoying the outdoors with their friends! Thank you to the volunteer mothers who joined for the day. 



Create a World  

of Kindness 

 ~ עולם חסד יבנה ~

 

Bikur Cholim 
This week we wrapped up our unit of Bikkur Cholim. The third grade classes represented our Girls' Division and made 
beautiful Bikur Cholim packages for Healing Hearts that will  be placed in the many different Bikur Cholim rooms in our 
local hospitals. These packages contained activity books, games and little toys to help distract children and hopefully 
bring them some joy when they are in the hospital.  Granny's hotline was overflowing with messages of our girls       
visiting the sick, davening for the sick and doing so many other acts of Chessed.  We are so incredibly proud of all our 
KES girls!  Keep up the great work!!  

Bracha Amster 
Freda Roth 
Avital White 
Feige Porter 

Tehila Joseph 
Emme Ciment 
Leah Cohen 
Lielle Tzur 

Ayala Mandel 
Liel Newman 

Lili Cohen 
Leah Greenberg 
Zahava Hoffman 

Talia Barouk 
Ariela Brick-Turin 

Leah Pomper 
Avigail Ben-Harush 
Yahli Ben-Harush 
Aliyah Mayerson 
Ayala Schwartz 
Abby Berkson 
Tehila Taieb 

Hadassah Mann 

Rikki Mann 
Malky May 
Simi May 

Noemi Amoyelle 
Chayala Eisemann 
Devorah Hollander 

Michali Gordon 
Esty Mermelstein 
Rivka Privalsky 

Yael Laredo 
Ora Nussbaum 

Yaffa Serle 
Ora Ouaknin 

Eva Newman 
Leah Naftali 

Sima Dobkowski 
Tehila Weingot 

Yocheved Kolodny  
 

Raffle Winners 
Leah Greenberg 

Simi May 
Freda Roth 

Kindness Club Stars 

Granny’s Hotline: 

863-345-2036 

Emme Ciment 
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Bnos and Pirchei 



Sponsored anonymously 
 לזכר שמת 
 דוב בן טע הכהן

 





To register for camp and for more information visit our website at  
www.MachaneMiami.org  

or call 786-506-9071

Every camper that is registered by  
February 26, 2023 is eligible to participate  

in the Early Bird Raffle.  
Select 3 prize choices at www.MachaneMiami.org to enter! 

Prize 1:Prize 1:    
Segway Ninebot S Kids 

Prize 2:Prize 2:    
Fujifilm Instax Mini  

7 Camera Set

Prize 3:Prize 3:    
Squishmallow  
Mystery Box

Prize 4:Prize 4:    
Pickleball Set

Prize 5:Prize 5:    
Crazy Forts

Prize 6:Prize 6:    
Crayola Ultimate Light Board

Early Bird Registration  
Raffle for

Summer 2023
MACHANE MIAMIMACHANE MIAMI
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