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PARENTAL PRIORITY 

                  Erev Shabbos Parashas Vayetzei 5783 

Dear Parents,          

 

The power of a parent to influence the trajectory of his child’s life is well known.  What is not so well known, is how far Chazal view the potential 
reach of that influence.  We are all familiar with the words from Mishlei – (22:6)   

 חנוך לנער על פי דרכו גם כי יזקין לא יסור ממנה.

“Educate the child in accordance with his ways, also when he grows old he will not veer from it.” The well-
known explanation is: Discover the child’s nature and work with and develop the child in accordance with it, 
because that nature will always remain and the Chinuch implanted in tune with his nature will become 
permanent. 

 

There is a Midrash in this week’s Parsha which takes the Pasuk in a different direction, imparting another foundational and all-important lesson.   In 
the famous incident of Reuven bringing the Dudaim to his mother Leah, the Torah tells us (Bereishis 30:14) “And Reuven went during the days of the 
wheat harvest…”  The Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 72:1) is apparently troubled by the Pasuk including the seemingly irrelevant detail that this took 
place during the days of the wheat harvest.  In paragraph 2, the Midrash explains that this detail is coming to praise Reuven in that he only picked 
Dudaim from an ownerless field (hefker). 

 

Based upon that information, the Midrash in paragraph 1 quotes the Pasuk of “Chanoch L’Naar…”  and explains that many years later, when the time 
came for the Bnei Yisrael to divide up Eretz Yisroel that they were now entering, the tribe of Reuven, Reuven’s descendants, chose the lands east of 
the Jordan river, because they contained abundant grazing fields for their many cattle.   

 

The commentator Eitz Yosef, quoting the Yefe Toar, says this interest in the lands outside of Eretz Yisroel 
proper was in order to avoid the lure of grazing the sheep on other people’s lands.  Because the grazing 
was so abundant east of the Jordan, as opposed to Eretz Yisroel itself, they would protect themselves 
from the possibility of theft.  Furthermore, explains the Eitz Yoseif – with this level of scrupulousness in 
avoiding theft, they were emulating their ancestor Reuven, who implanted this sensitivity to not take 
something that belonged to another.  

 

How astounding is that?!  Because Reuven demonstrated a heightened devotion to avoiding theft, many generations later, his progeny’s actions in 
showing special care for the property of others are considered an outcome of Reuven’s devotion to that behavior.  By applying the Pasuk of “Chanoch 
L’Naar…” to this request of Bnei Reuven, the Midrash is telling us it came directly from what Reuven taught to his children. According to this 
interpretation, the Pasuk can be understood to be teaching; “Teach (train) the child according to His (Hashem’s) way, so that in his old age (and 
beyond to future generations) the descendants will not veer from it (what the father was so devoted to and passionate about).” 

 

We all have something we are particularly passionate about, feel strongly about or enjoy immersing 
ourselves in. We need to realize that our children will pick up on what is really important to us.  
Those things that really animate us and that we focus on will have a very strong impact on our 
children, whether for good or for not so good.  It is sobering to realize that when we make the 
effort to improve in a certain area, whether in learning, mitzvah observance or sensitivity to others, we not only impact ourselves, but the 
reverberations are literally for generations.  We have the power to set our family on a beautiful path that can bear fruit for centuries to come. 

May Hashem grant us the extra strength to continue to work on improving and perfecting our attitudes and behavior, the greatest gift we can impart 
to ourselves and our future generations, IY’H. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful Shabbos,  

 
 
Rabbi Kalman Baumann 
Principal 
 

“…Reuven … only picked 

Dudaim from an ownerless field 

(hefker).” 

“…they were emulating their 

ancestor Reuven, …to not take 

something that belonged to 

another.” 

“We have the power to set our family on 

a beautiful path that can bear fruit for 

centuries to come.”  
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Chaim Shmuel Ben Leah Yocheved 

Yechiel Nosson ben Sara  

Dovid Yaakob ben Penina 

Meir Michoel ben Rivka 

Binyomin Simcha ben Adina Minya 

Mina Yehudis bas Masuda Marsel 

Nuta Moshe ben Sarah  

Fruma Leah bas Raizel  

Gittel Bailah bas Eta Esther 

Yitzchok Mordechai ben Malka 

Yitzchok Meir ben Rivka 

Chaim Leib ben Ora Yael 

Meir Michoel ben Rivka Water fountains have been  

replaced with bottle-filling    

stations. All children should 

bring a refillable water bottle 

with them to school each day. 

Stay Hydrated! 

To Dr. and Mrs. Joshua Fox and 

family on the bar mitzva of their 

sons, our alumni, Uriel and Akiva. 

 

Our lost and found bin is growing!  

Please label your children's water  

bottle and sweaters before sending 

them to school so we can be sure 

to  return lost items. 

Lost and Found 

Calendar Reminders 

 

Tuesday, December 20 -  

YTCTE Chanukah Mesiba 

 

Chanukah Break 

Friday, December 23 -  

Monday, December 26  

 

Tuesday, December 27 -  

Classes Resume 

We start saying ותן טל ומטר 

at Maariv on Sunday night,  

December 4th 

Reminder 

Chanukah Gifts 

Chanukah Gifts for Faculty and 

Staff  deadline is Sunday,           

December 11.  

If you wish to partake in this gift of  

appreciation, please visit  

ytcte.org/forms/chanukah  

to see the options. 

Email pta@ytcte.org with any 

questions.  



English Education Enlightenment  
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Pirchei 5B Kislev Program 

The fifth grade boys 

had a special Rosh 

Chodesh Kislev 

program. All the 

classes davened 

beautifully together 

and then enjoyed 

danishes with a 

great story from 

Rabbi Yaakov Mos-

kowitz. The pro-

gram concluded 

with music and 

dancing. 

5B1 & 5B4 - In conjunction with a story they read about braille, Mrs. Grossman’s classes had a special visitor. Ms. Dassi 

Levine came in to teach the boys about Braille. At the end, Ms. Levine typed each boy’s name in braille and gave it to 

them.  



Brachos Hunt 
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4B-1 - In conjunction with their Brachos unit, Rabbi Mann’s students were privileged to visit YES market for a 

Brachos scavenger hunt. The boys made a real kiddush Hashem. 



ART 
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Student Spotlight! 

Dovid Yosef Zacks  of 3B3 practices his 

Shorashim on Quizlet and finishes the match 

game in an astonishing 3.2 seconds!   



Chanukah Dreidel Art 
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All the girls in grades 1-5 received a scratch art dreidel on Rosh Chodesh Kislev and enjoyed  

designing them with their creativity! 

Morah Music 

Morah Music inspired the students in 2G-1 by teaching them a new beautiful song about tefillah.  



Celebrating Siyumim 
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Student Spotlight! 

Shira Zvida 

was the first 

student in 

3G-4 to fin-

ish her 

davening 

chart, with 

120 gems! 

She won a 

slurpee as a 

prize for her 

gorgeous  

tefilla! 

3G-3 - Mrs. 

Heisler’s class 

completed        

perakim yud ches 

- chaf alef in    

Parshas Vayeira 

and celebrated 

their siyum with 

yummy treats that 

the students 

brought in. 

4G3 - Mrs. 

Kahn’s class cel-

ebrated a Siyum 

on Parshas Vay-

ishlach. The girls 

decorated cakes 

according to the 

themes of the 

parsha! 



ART 
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Create a World  

of Kindness 

 ~ עולם חסד יבנה ~

Ora Ouaknin 
Shira Itshakov 
Avital Umlas 

Tamar Podolsky 
Avital White 

Leah Pomper 
Eden Alishayev 
Rachel Weiser 

Lilly Weiser 
Esther Roth 

Shira Assulin 
Esther Katz 

Leah Greenberg 
Batsheva Benguigui 

Rivky Benguigui 
Naomie Cohen 
Kayla Cohen 
Aviva Laredo 
Yael Laredo 

Ariela Brick-Turin 
Ella Lamet 

           Abigail 
Aboughanine 

Zahava Hoffman 

 
Nechama Fridmann 

Talya Nissel 
Esther Zacks 
Tehila Joseph 

Devorah Brodman 
Sara Brodman 
Aliya Mayerson 
Tamar Weltin 
Mazal Benlolo 

Lili Cohen 
Rivka Becker 
Abby Berkson 

 
Raffle Winners: 

Tamar Weltin 
Devorah Brodman 

Abby Berkson 

NEW NUMBER! 

Granny’s Hotline: 

863-345-2036 

As we get ready to move on to the next part of our 
Chessed program, we wrapped up the Chessed of 
Hachnosas Orchim with an amazing video featur-
ing our very own KES girls! Thank you to all the 
parents who sent in pictures and videos! Even 

though hachnosas orchim will not be the focus of 
our program in the coming weeks, we are confi-
dent that the girls will continue to work on this in-
credible chessed among all the other wonderful 
acts of chessed that they do. Kol hakavod and 

keep up the great work! 

Pictures here are snippets from the video which 
featured our girls preparing for their guests and 
welcoming them in many different ways! Making 
beds, cooking yummy foods, cleaning up… we 

are so proud! 

Kindness Club Stars 

Esther Zacks 
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