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FIELDS OF JEALOUSY 

                  Erev Shabbos Parashas Vayeishev 5783 

Dear Parents, 

          

There is a fascinating insight brought from the Midrash on this week’s Parsha, by the great commentator on the Chumash, the Kli Yakar.  

When Yoseph went on his father’s mission to check out how his brothers were doing with the flocks of sheep in Shechem, (Bereishis 37:15) 

the pasuk says that Yoseph was “Toeh BaSadeh” – he was going erratically in the field.   

 

The Kli Yakar brings a homiletic interpretation from a Midrash that Yoseph’s “error in the field”  

was a mistaken understanding of the matter of the field. It refers, says the Midrash, to the matter 

of Kayin and Hevel who contended with each other in the field. They were arguing over whose field it was.  Kayin became so enraged with 

jealousy at the possible loss of the field to his rival, his brother Hevel, that he actually killed him. 

 

The Midrash says that Yoseph’s mistake was comparing the jealousy he perceived in his brothers over the K’sones Pasim, (the special coat 

from his father Yaakov) to the jealousy about the field.  Mindful of his brothers’ jealous feelings towards him, Yoseph nevertheless felt that 

being jealous about ownership of land (the field) is a big deal, and therefore resulted in tragic consequences, but jealousy over an article of 

clothing is a small deal, not one that could arouse such strong emotions. That was ‘the error in the field.’ Yoseph tragically underestimated the 

depth of passion those feelings of jealousy aroused in his brothers against him. 

 

As parents who are hopefully blessed with multiple children, do we appreciate how strong and how deep the feelings of jealousy may be 

between our children?  How careful we must be to not be the cause of undue hard feelings between them.  We should examine our words 

and actions. Do we consciously or subconsciously put one down while raising the other up?  Do we 

have an `apple of our eye’ but are convinced those feelings are never communicated to the other 

children?  One cannot hide one’s emotions from those nearest and dearest – before long the less 

favored child will feel it, perhaps only subconsciously, but nevertheless, with potentially 

devastating results. 

 

Frequently, the child who is at-risk of leaving our community and Yiddishkeit, R’L, is the one in the family who is different, with different 

interests and priorities.  You need to shower such a child with extra love – because they feel different and feel your disapproval.  As Dr. David 

Pelcovitz puts it – the child who doesn’t embrace the family bumper sticker (e.g `Harvard or Bust’, or` Lakewood or Bust’) is at risk of being 

alienated and distanced from siblings and family. 

 

Being mindful of sibling rivalry is the first step in ensuring that we are not causing more harm than good.  A classic in the field of sibling 

relationships entitled Siblings Without Rivalry, by Adele Faber and Elaine Mazlish, (Updated 2012 - W. W. Norton and Co.) is a very 

worthwhile read.  It is filled with practical tips in dealing with all aspects of parenting siblings 

and its challenges. As a bonus, it will help minimize the bickering and annoying behavior that 

can drive parents `crazy’. 

 

By taking the effort to understand and empathize with our children’s feelings that arise from being `one among many’ we will have taken a 

giant leap in improving the quality and happiness of their – and our lives. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful Shabbos and illuminating Chanuka, 

 
 
Rabbi Kalman Baumann 
Principal 
 

 

 

“…Yoseph’s “error in the field” 

was a mistaken understanding of 

the matter of the field.” 

“One cannot hide one’s emotions 

from those nearest and dearest…”  

“…the child who doesn’t embrace the 

family bumper sticker … is at risk of 

being alienated.” 
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Chaim Shmuel Ben Leah Yocheved 

Yechiel Nosson ben Sara  

Dovid Yaakob ben Penina 

Meir Michoel ben Rivka 

Binyomin Simcha ben Adina Minya 

Mina Yehudis bas Masuda Marsel 

Nuta Moshe ben Sarah  

Fruma Leah bas Raizel  

Gittel Bailah bas Eta Esther 

Yitzchok Mordechai ben Malka 

Yitzchok Meir ben Rivka 

Chaim Leib ben Ora Yael 

Meir Michoel ben Rivka 

Moshe Yitzchak ben Rivka 

Naftoli Mordechai ben Genendel 

To Miss Elisheva El-Gad on her  

engagement to Natan Kaziev. 

To Mrs. Sara Tamir on the engage-

ment of her granddaughter Chani 

Hyman to Yisroel Mermelstein. 

Our lost and found bin is growing!  

Please label your children's water  

bottle and sweaters before sending 

them to school so we can be sure 

to  return lost items. 

Lost and Found 

 ניחום אבילים

Calendar Reminders 

Chanukah Mesiba  

Tuesday, December 20 

7:30 PM - See flyer attached 

 

Chanukah Break 

Friday, December 23 -  

Monday, December 26  

No School 

 

Tuesday, December 27 -  

Classes Resume Regular Time  

To Rabbi Harayl Askotzky and 

family upon the passing of  

his father.  



First Grade Girls Siddur Party 
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The first grade girls enjoyed a special morning together with their mothers as they received their very own siddur. The 

mothers and daughters davened together. Afterwards, the girls presented a tefilla song and enjoyed a delicious breakfast. 

Rosh YaYeshiva, Rabbi Palgon spoke to the girls and expressed how a beautiful siddur is a one that is well used. Mazel 



Atlanta’s Temima High School Chanukah Production  
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KES girls division enjoyed a magnificent Chanukah performance by special guests from      

Temima Girls High School who visited all the way from Atlanta, Georgia! 
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Veterinary Medicine Day  
2G-1 celebrated International Veterinary Medicine Day on December 9th. Ms. Sedeno, the hospital manager and Dr. 

Bruggeman from VCA Animal Hospital of Aventura came to talk to the girls. They brought a rabbit and a guinea pig. The 

girls had a chance to use a stethoscope to listen to the heartbeat of the animals. They also had an opportunity to    

bandage their own stuffed animals. 

Siyum Celebration 

2G-2 - Mrs. Ouaknin’s second grade girls had a 

special ice cream siyum in honor of them com-

pleting perek yud-beis in Parshas Lech Lecha. 

They are so proud of their accomplishment! 



Create a World  

of Kindness 

 ~ עולם חסד יבנה ~

This week we learned about palindromes! What are palindromes?! A palindrome is a word that is spelled the same way 
backwards and forwards, like MOM, or LEVEL, or KAYAK. What does that have to do with Tomchei Shabbos?! We learned that 

the Hebrew shoresh that is a palindrome is ,נתנ which means “to GIVE.” In Parshas Ki Sisa, when B’nei Yisrael are instructed to 
give a half a shekel, the pasuk uses the word ונתנו  which is also a palindrome and means “and they should give.” The Baal 

Haturim there explains that this word teaches us that giving works both ways. When we give tzedaka to someone or do a chessed, 
we often benefit from that same act. Sometimes we may later need a chessed from that person in return. Sometimes Hashem, 

Himself, repays us in ways we couldn’t even imagine. GIVING is really TAKING!  
“Chap” a Chessed! 

 
Do a chessed for someone else, then thank them for allowing you to do that chessed! Remember that you are really gaining much 
more than you are giving. As we continue our focus on “Tomchei Shabbos” - being supporters of Shabbos, the girls of 5G-2 had 

the opportunity to visit the Tomchei Shabbos headquarters in NMB and help pack boxes.  It was an incredible learning opportunity! 
 Thank you Tomchei Shabbos of Florida for having us, the other 5G classes look forward to going too!  

Please remember to send in canned goods to be given to Tomchei Shabbos. 

Adina Sokol 
Batsheva Sokol 

Avital White 
Leah Gil 

Sari Benzaquen 
Zahava Khabinsky 

Abby Berkson 
Esther Bonan 

Adina Ben-Hanan 
Leah Pomper 

Lielle Tzur 
Aviva Laredo 
Yael Laredo 
Sara Brodman 

 
 

Devorah Brodman 
Leah Bagdadi  

Hadassah Mann 
Rikki Mann 

 

Emunah Garellek 
Shevy Nissel 

Eden Alishayev 
Nechama Silver-

stein  
Aleeza Berger 
Sarah Lahav 

Orr Ioffe 
Hilla Cohen 

Tamar Akrish 
Aliyah Mayerson 

 
Raffle Winners:  
Leah Bagdadi  
 Avital White  

Sari Benzaquen  

Kindness Club 

Aleeza Berger & 

Nechama Silverstein 

NEW NUMBER! 

Granny’s Hotline: 

863-345-2036 



Spotlight on First Grade Boys  

1B-1 - Rabbi Rosenberg’s first grade boys had 

a popcorn party to celebrate reaching 1000 

statements of Lashon Tov! Every day after     

recess, the boys report anything kind that was 

said to them during recess.    
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1B-4 - Mrs. Olensky and Mrs. 

Marne’s first grade boys are      

pictured here doing a fun phonics 

activity! The students mastered 

beginning digraph blends and went 

around the room writing words to 

match picture cards. 



Mastering Mathematics 
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2B-3 - The students in Mrs. Joseph and Mrs. Cusco’s class mastered two digit addition with regrouping. 

Brachos Bee 

Congratulations to our 4B-1 Brachos Bee winners!  1st - Ezra Zagelbaum  2nd- Yaakov Grossman  3rd - Eli Khabinsky 



Math Fun With Mrs. Cardenas 

Friday December 16, 2022 ג“ב כסלו תשפ“כ  

Class Pet All About Chocolate 
3B-1 - After reading about chocolate and where it comes from, Mrs. Gil’s    

students tasted cocoa powder and then enjoyed sweetened chocolate lentils. Meet 5B-3’s  new class pet, Daisy! 






